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Synopsis

The present volume deals with the finds from the Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age periods at Tall Sükäs, 
a coastal site on the Gabla plain in northern Syria, which was excavated by the Carlsberg Expedition to 
Phoenicia in 1958-1963. The archaeological material came from a sounding on the tall, reaching down 
through the Neolithic layers, and it is supplemented with a few objects found in later contexts outside the 
sounding. The Neolithic finds are published in Sükäs III, the finds from the Middle - Late Bronze Age, the 
Iron Age and later periods in Sükäs IV, V, VII and VIII. In this volume the material is presented in 
chapters II-VI, and in chapter VII an attempt is made to compare the finds from the Sükäs sounding with 
those from earlier excavations in the Gabla plain.
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I : Introduction

In the years 1958-61 and 1963 a Danish expedition, 
The Carlsberg Expedition to Phoenicia, made exca­
vations at Tall Sükâs on the coast of northern Syria 
(fig. 1). The main purpose of the expedition was to 
study the Iron Age remains on the tell, but it was 
soon decided also to dig a sounding through the 
earlier levels, in order to get information about the 
habitation periods from their beginning on bedrock 
and up to the Iron Age levels. The sounding was 
made in sector G 11 SW, situated on the high 
northern part of the tell (fig. 2). Its excavation was 
supervised in 1958 by the director of the expedition, 
P. J. Riis, while the measuring was made by E. Fug- 
mann. In 1959-60 H. Thrane supervised and made 
the original excavation notes, plans and sections1.

The area of the sounding was 4.0 m X 4.0 m at 
the top (levels 18.6-18.7), man it diminished down­
wards to 2.5 m X 2.7 m at the bottom (bedrock, 
levels 4.00-4.32) (fig. 3). Its upper part comprised 
Late and Middle Bronze Age levels, Layers 14-16 
and Layers 17-18 respectively, which are published 
by J. Lund (the architecture and stratigraphy) and 
M.-L. Buhl (the pottery and small finds), and a 
Middle Bronze Age collective grave, published by 
H. Thrane (the skeletons and the finds) and V. 
Alexandersen (the teeth and jaws)2. The grave was 
related to Layers 17 and 18, and it contained Layer 
19. It penetrated the Early Bronze Age Layers 20- 
22.

The Early Bronze Age period is represented by 
Layers 20-52 with a total thickness of 8.7 m, the 
Chalcolithic period by Layers 53-59 A with a total 
thickness of 1.6 m. The lowest 2.3 m are the 
Neolithic Layers 60-83 and the archaeologically 
almost sterile Layer 84, published by P.J. Riis and 
H. Thrane3. A period without habitation seems to 

separate the Neolithic from the Chalcolithic 
periods.

This volume deals with the Chalcolithic period 
which is subdivided into Periods M 2 and M 1, and 
the Early Bronze Age divided into Periods L 4-L 1. 
The architectural remains, the pottery and other 
manufactured finds are described according to each 
sub-period, while animal bones and shells are dealt 
with in chapter IV. A few objects of Chalcolithic or 
Early Bronze Age date found outside the sounding 
are dealt with in chapter V, but references to these 
finds are also given in connection with the various 
Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age periods.

During the excavation the flint artifacts were re­
gistered and described by H. Thrane and J. Jensen, 
the pottery by P.J. Riis and J. Jensen, while T. 
Hatting determined the animal bones and the 
shells. A classification of the flint artifacts has later 
been worked out by J. Lavrsen, based on the above 
mentioned descriptions.

The pottery has been classified according to ob­
served features of the clay (coarseness and colours), 
and to the surface treatment (burnish, slip, paint­
ing, impressions etc.). The classification is based 
partly on the excavation files with their short de­
scriptions and sparse ware determinations (p.ex. 
“Ubaid Ware“, “Combed Ware“), partly on visual 
identifications of surface treatment as seen on the 
photographs. It follows that only the more charac­
teristic wares could be distinguished, and that com­
parisons with wares from other sites have been very 
difficult. Chaff-faced Ware p.ex. which might have 
been expected in Period M 1, was very seldom men­
tioned in the excavation files, and could not be 
identified on the photographs.

The pottery classification given in Table 1 shows 

1: Preliminary notes by P.J. Riis appeared in AASyr 8/9
1958/9, 118-119, 127 and 131-132, 10 1960, 128-130, 11/12
1961/2, 135-137 (with an additional note on the carbonized

grains by H. Helbæk, ibid. 185-186).
2: Sükâs VIII, Sükâs VII, Sükâs IV, Sükâs V.
3: Sükâs III.
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a rather precarious small amount of sherds as com­
pared with the number of sherds from the sounding 
at Tall Darük, a tell situated about 5 km south of 
Tall Sükäs4. The total amount of Chalcolithic and 
Early Bronze Age sherds from the Sükäs sounding 
was 2497 against 10,379 from the Darük sounding 
(Chalcolithic Period, Middle Bronze Age and Iron 
Age). A calculation of the amount of sherds/m3 
from the Chalcolithic period at both sites has re­
sulted in 76 sherds/m3 at Tall Sükäs (892 sherds 
from 11.66 m3) and 1576 sherds/m3 at Tall Darük 
(2742 sherds from 1.74 m3)5. This difference in 
sherd amount at the two sites may, however, be due 
to circumstances in antiquity, p.ex. casual place­
ment of refuse, i.e. different use of habitation areas. 
No Early Bronze Age levels were found in the 
Darük sounding which might be compared with 
those at Tall Sükäs.

The final drawings have been made by P. Chri­
stensen who also arranged the photographical 
material.

The writer wishes to express her deep gratitude 
to Mrs. T. Hatting, senior lecturer in zoology, Miss 
J. Lavrsen, senior lecturer in prehistory, Mr. H. 
Thrane, keeper at Odense Bys Museer, Mr. H. 
Tauber, director of the Carbon 14-Laboratory of 
the Danish National Museum, Mr. I. Thuesen, re­
search associate, Mr. P. Mortensen, director of the 
Prehistoric Museum at Moesgård, Mr. P. Christen­
sen, draughtsman at the Institute of Prehistory and 
Classical Archeology at the University of Copenha­
gen, and not least to the director of the expedition, 
professor P.J. Riis, for their contributions to this 
volume, and for their kind help and good advice 
during the work.

4: Darük, 20-21, Table 1.
5: The high frequency at Tall Darük corresponds with similar 

high frequences for the Chalcolithic Period at Hama, see 
Hama I, 20 fig. 9.
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II: The Chalcolithic Period

Period M 2 (Layers 59-58)

The architectural remains

A break in the stratigraphical sequence may be in­
dicated by an earth layer, 59 A, which partially 
covered the Neolithic Layer 606 (fig. 4).

Above Layers 60 and 59 A was found a layer of 
grey filling (Layer 59, fig. 5) which towards north 
was mixed with yellow clay, and which in the 
southeastern corner showed a reddish-brown 
colour. The lower part of Layer 59 contained very 
few building remains. A few medium-sized stones 
were found in the middle part of the area, and in the 
western wall of the sounding a thin calcareous layer 
indicated a floor. In the upper part of Layer 59 was 
an irregular pavement in the southwestern area, 
and at the western sounding wall was seen part of a 
clay-lined pit belonging to Layer 58, but continuing 
down into Layers 59-61 (see below Pit 58).

Layer 58 was a layer of brown to dark grey earth. 
In the southeastern corner a dark grey clayish 
material covered the reddish-brown clay in Layer 
59. The northwestern corner of the sounding walls 
showed a thin calcareous layer, probably a floor.

In the lower western part of Layer 58 was an 
irregular stone layer, and a few stones were also 
found in the middle and southeastern part (fig. 6). 
A little higher than the stone layer was a small area 

of burnt red clay, and at the same level a small heap 
of flint artifacts and chips. These two features indi­
cate a working floor. In the southwestern corner a 4 
cm high fragment of a carbonized wooden post with 
flat bottom was found standing vertical7, but it was 
impossible to distinguish any post hole. At the west­
ern side of the sounding was found the eastern part 
of a clay-lined pit, dug from the lowermost part of 
Layer 58. The bottom of the pit was covered with 
ashes and grey clayish earth, and it contained some 
sherds (fig. 6, no. 1, fig. 9:7, 20, fig. 52: l)8.

The earth-layer was replaced in the upper part of 
Layer 58 by a grey sandy layer containing sherds 
and animal bones in the northeastern area, and to 
this layer belonged a pavement in the southwestern 
area, consisting of rather small stones (fig. 7). In 
the southeastern corner was a small round pave­
ment of closely packed stones including a 
quernstone (fig. 7 no. I)9. A stone mortar (figs. 7 
no. 2,9:22)10 was found in the southern side of the 
sounding.

The two layers 59 and 58 showed floors and 
pavements. The pit and the flint working floor indi­
cate an outdoor area.

6: Sukas III, 83.
7: Radiocarbon 15 1973, 108 (K-393): 3960 ± 100 B.C.
8: Inv. Nos. 3935 = TS 6008, 6229 = TS 4124.

9: Inv. No. 9010.
10: Inv. No. 3934/1 = TS 6036.
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The pottery

White Ware
A single fragment was found in Layer 5911. The 
ware is lime mortar tempered with straw and 
gravel12, and covered with a pink paint or slip.

11 : Inv. No. 3945/4.
12: Sükäs III, 26.
13: Inv. No. 3899/6, Layer 53.
14: Inv. No. 3891/8, Layer 51.
15: Inv. Nos. 3944/1, 3931/2.
16: Inv. Nos. 3946/2, 3928/3.
17: Inv. No. 3933/2.
18: Inv. Nos. 3944/5, 3928/2, 3932/1 = TS 6030.
19: Inv. No. 3946/3.
20: Inv. No. 3946/5.

Dark-Faced Burnished Ware
Being common in the layers below 59, this ware was 
still found in some amount in Layers 59-58 (Table 
1). The clay colours are buff, light brown, brown, 
dark brown, grey, and black. The burnished surface 
is pale buff, red, reddish-brown, brown, grey or 
black. The burnish may be more or less lustrous, 
and when the single streaks can be seen, they are 
horizontal or vertical. In the layers above 58 were 
found two sherds which seem to belong to this ware, 
a sidesherd of brown clay with jetblack lustrous 
burnish on exterior13 and a sidesherd with ledge 
handle of buff clay with black burnish on both 
sides14.

The forms comprise bowls and jars. The most 
common bowl type has greatest diameter at the 
rim, slightly convex sides and plain rounded or 
pointed rim (figs. 8:1, 9:3)l5. Another bowl type 
shows slightly thickened rim (figs. 8:3, 9:4)16. A 
single rimsherd is from a carinated bowl (fig. 9: l)17.

The jars are of two types, with low to high verti­
cal neck and plain rounded rim (figs. 8:2, 9:5, 9:2)18 
or with high everted pointed rim (fig. 8:4)19. 
Characteristic bottom sherds are lacking.

Matt Red-Slipped Ware
Very few examples were found. The clay is buff, in 

one case brown, and it may be rather coarse. The 
slip is orange-red or tile-red.

One example is a rimsherd from a bowl with 
plain rim and horizontal knob or ledge handle, 
slipped on both sides (fig. 8:7)20. The others are 
from various jars: rimsherd from jar with high 
everted rim, slipped on both sides (fig. 9:6)21, and 
rimsherd from a smaller jar with everted rim, slip­
ped on exterior (fig. 8:6)22. The last example is a 
shoulder- and nechsherd, slipped on exterior (figs. 
8:5, 55: l)23. A ridge is marking the transition from 
body to neck, and below the ridge are two short 
vertical ridges. Similar vertical ridges or knobs are 
seen on a bowl from Byblos ¿néolithique récent24, 
and single lug handles are known from Hama, 
Period L25.

The Sükäs material is very similar to the matt 
red-slipped pottery from Tall Darük Layers 36-35 
B26. A tile-red matt slipped pottery is also one of the 
Chalcolithic wares at Räs Samra where it is com­
pared with the Wiped-Burnish Ware and the Red- 
Wash Ware in ‘Amuq Phase D27. The Red-Slipped 
Ware at Tall Sükäs may well be of local manufac­
ture, as red soils are common in the surrounding 
area28.

Matt White-Slipped Ware
Only one example was found, a rim- and shoulder­
sherd of fine light grey clay with greyish-white slip 
on exterior29. It is not stated if this slip is calcareous 
as that found with painted decoration.

21: Inv. No. 3931/6.
22: Inv. No. 3945/9.
23: Inv. No. 3945/2 = TS 6031.
24: Byblos V, fig. 152 no. 19483.
25: Hama I, pl. IV:1.
26: Darük, 25-26, Chalcolithic Period.
27: Ugaritica IV, 375-376, 369, 489.
28: Sükäs I, 10.
29: Inv. No. 3945/4.
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Matt Light-Slipped Ware
Except for one example of brown clay with light 
brown slip, the light slips are found with light clay. 
The slip colours are buff, light brown, pink and 
grey.

A few sherds show form: A thick rimsherd, prob­
ably from a dish (fig. 9.12)30, a rim from a thin­
walled bowl (fig. 8:9)31, a vertical rim from a big jar 
(fig. 8:8)32, and a disc base probably from ajar (fig. 
9:9)33.

Matt Dark-Slipped Ware
In all cases the dark slip (reddish-brown, brown, 
dark brown to black, and mottled red-and-black) is 
found in connection with dark clay.

Forms are: bowl or holemouth jar with carina­
tion below the rim (fig. 9:11)34 of brown clay with 
reddish-brown slip, bowl with plain rim, curving 
side and flat base (fig. 9:7)35 with red-and-black slip 
on both sides, small jar without neck but with low 
almost cylindrical rim (fig. 9:10)36, and a large jar 
with high cylindrical rim (fig. 9:8)37.

Painted Wares
Pottery with painted decoration was found continu­
ously through Layers 59-45, and a single sherd in 
Layer 4L This material has been divided into four 
wares and a group of unclassified painted sherds. 
Three of the wares are fine-textured with horizon­
tally painted bands, while the fourth is a gritty ware 
with band and stripe decoration. In Period M 2 
only the Slipped and Painted Wares are represent­
ed. All the painted pottery is hand-made.

Matt White-Slipped and Painted Ware
The clay is fine-textured, of buff or white colour 
with grey to black core. The slip is calcareous, and 
usually applied as a thick layer. The paint is matt 
red except for one example, where a brown band is 
added to a red one (fig. 8:11)38.

The only form represented is the bowl, either 
hemispherical (figs. 8:10, 9:13, 55:3)39 or with con­
tracted rim (fig. 8:11)40. The decoration consists ex­
clusively of horizontal bands. A single band may be 
placed on the exterior below the rim (fig. 8:10)41, or 
a band is seen on both sides, covering the rim (fig. 
9:13)42. One example has two parallel bands in the 
same red colour (fig. 55:4)43, another has a red band 
under the brown rimband on both sides (fig. 
8:1l)44.

Matt Buff- or Yellow-Slipped and Painted Ware
The ware is the same as the above-mentioned ex­
cept for the buff or yelloy slip. In one case the clay is 
brown (fig. 8:14)45, in another the red paint is 
slightly lustrous (fig. 9:14)46.

Only bowl forms are represented, and they are 
quite similar to those in Matt White-Slipped and 
Painted Ware (figs. 8:12-14, 9:14)47. Also the deco­
ration is similar, consisting of bands below or cover­
ing the rim.

Unclassified painted sherds
The only example is a sidesherd from a coarse jar of 
greyish-brown gritty clay48. On the exterior are 
traces of dark brown paint on matt red slip. A simi­
lar example is a sherd from ‘Amuq Phase F of

30: Inv. No. 3932/2.
31: Inv. No. 3946/1.
32: Inv. No. 3945/1.
33: Inv. No. 3931/7.
34: Inv. No. 3928/4. Cf. various bowl forms from Byblos 

énéolithique récent: Byblos V, fig. 152 no. 5703, fig. 153 no. 
5799, fig. 158 no. 23109.

35: Inv. No. 3935/1 = TS 6008 from the pit in Layer 58.
36: Inv. No. 3928/1.
37: Inv. No. 3931/5.
38: Inv. No. 3944/3 = TS 6009.

39: Inv. Nos. 3944/2 = TS 6037, 3931/4 = TS 6005.
40: Inv. No. 3944/3 = TS 6009.
41: Inv. No. 3944/2 = TS 6037.
42: Inv. No. 3931/4 = TS 6005.
43: Inv. No. 3931/8 = TS 6007.
44: Inv. No. 3944/3 = TS 6009.
45: Inv. No. 3945/8 = TS 6026.
46: Inv. No. 3936/1 = TS 6035.
47: Inv. Nos. 3944/4, 8, 3945/8 = TS 6026, 3936/1 = TS 6035 

from the pit in Layer 58.
48: Inv. No. 3937/2 from the pit in Layer 58. 
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orange-buff clay with dark purplish-brown paint on 
a red-orange film which is, however, burnished49. 
The Sûkâs sherd may also be compared with the 
second Chalcolithic ware at Ras Samra50.

The two Light-Slipped and Painted Wares are 
similar to the painted ware found at the neighbour­
ing Tall Darük in Layers 36-35 B51. The Darük 
painted decoration was slightly more varied, but 
included also the rimbands, and the general 
appearance of the pottery with its usually red paint 
was the same as on Tall Sükäs.

The Sükäs wares may also be compared with the 
third Chalcolithic ware at Räs Samra52, and with 
the painted pottery in Hama Period L. They will be 
discussed further in connection with the painted 
wares in Period M 1.

Slipped and Burnished Light Ware
Of this ware which became rather common in the 
following period was found a single rimsherd from a 
bowl or jar with high everted rim and rather thin lip 
(fig. 9:15)53. The clay is buff with white grits. On 
both sides is a vertically streak-polished reddish- 
brown thin slip.

Simple Wares
It has not been possible to distinguish various 
wares inside this broad group. In most cases the 
clay is dark, and often coarse and gritty. Only a few 

examples are of light ware: some sidesherds of hard 
fired yellowish-greenish clay, and two sherds of 
light grey clay, both in form of high ringfoot (figs. 
8:16, 9:19)54.

Surface treatment or decoration is rare. There 
are examples of cord impressions (fig. 55:2)55, and a 
single sidesherd of grey clay is covered with incised 
lines crossing each other06. The sherd is too little to 
decide whether the crossing lines are part of a band, 
a triangle or other design. An incised ware is known 
from ‘Amuq G, especially from the early and 
middle Phase G57.

Forms are: jar with medium high almost vertical 
rim (fig. 9:18)58, jar with high everted rim (fig. 
9:16)59. A jar, probably a cooking pot, of coarse 
brownish clay with numerous dark and light partic­
les has a wide opening, slightly everted rim and 
convex side (fig. 9:2O)60. Greater parts are blacken­
ed by fire, preserved height 18.8 cm. Similar jars 
are known in ‘Amuq E and D as New-Style Cook­
ing-Pot Ware61. Bottomsherds show flat base (fig. 
8:15)62 and high ringfoot (fig. 9:19)63. The very high 
ringfoot or pedestal base (fig. 8:16)64 is a form with 
parallels in Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age 
periods, p.ex. in ‘Amuq E and G65, Tepe Gawra 
Stratum XI66, in Palestine’s Ghassulian culture67, 
and at Byblos énéolithique récent68. Secondary 
features are vertical handle (fig. 9:17)69 and a frag­
ment of a spout (?) (fig. 9:21 )70.

49: OIP 61 1960, fig. 183:3.
50: Ugaritica IV, 375.
51 : Darük, 23-25.
52: Ugaritica IV, 375.
53: Inv. No. 3933/1.
54: Inv. Nos. 3931/3, 3945/10.
55: Inv. No. 3944/7 = TS 6043. OIP 61 1960, fig. 215:1 Phase 

G. Ugaritica IV, 367 fig. 33 K, 373 fig. 36 bis Y.
56: Inv. No. 5213 = TS 3312.
57: OIP 61 1960, fig. 221.
58: Inv. No. 3933/4.
59: Inv. No. 3937/1 from the pit in Layer 58. Ugaritica IV, 482 

fig. 3 G which is smaller.

60: Inv. No. 6229 = TS 4124 from the pit in Layer 58.
61: OIP 61 1960, figs. 139:5, 125:2.
62: Inv. No. 3945/7.
63: Inv. no. 3931/3. OIP 61 1960, fig. 179:10 Chaff-Faced Red- 

Slipped Ware, Phase F.
64: Inv. No. 3945/10.
65: OIP 61 1960, figs. 137:18, 214:24.
66: A.J. Tobler, Excavations at Tepe Gawra II, Philadelphia 

1950, fig. 401.
67: Amiran, pl. 2:12-15.
68: Byblos V, fig. 149 no. 5674.
69: Inv. No. 3933/3.
70: Inv. No. 5223/1 = TS 3318.
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Small finds other than pottery

To avoid repeating, flint and obsidian artifacts are 
dealt with in general in this place before description 
of the finds from Period M 2.

In only a very few cases the colour, patination 
and measures of the flint artifacts from Layer 59-21 
were recorded. The colours mentioned are whitish- 
grey to brown and black, which is quite in accord­
ance with the flint colours in the Neolithic Layers 
82-59 A. Most probably the Chalcolithic and Early 
Bronze Age flint artifacts were made of material 
from the same natural flint occurrences in the 
neighbourhood as were the Neolithic artifacts71.

The number of flint and obsidian objects in each 
layer is shown in Table 2. Except for a few examp­
les the flint industry is based on blades. The excep­
tions are two flake borers from layers 56 and 5472 
and two flake scrapers from Layers 47 and 4573. The 
amount of flint did not decrease remarkably until 
Period L 1. In this period the amount of pottery was 
quite as great as in some of the earlier periods, 
indicating that the descent in flint amount was not 
due to fewer finds in Period L 1. The greatest part 
of the flint blades is unworked, in some cases with 
traces of use. The implements comprise scrapers, 
borers, denticulates (sickle blades), knives (?), 
arrowheads, celts and percussion stones.

Two obsidian blades were found in Layers 50 
and 4774, the remaining examples being chips. With 
one exception in Layer 59 all the obsidian examples 
were found in Layers 51-43, i.e. the Periods L 4-L 3. 
It might be supposed that the single example in 
Layer 59 was intrusive from the Neolithic layers 
below Layer 59, as was the case with some of the 

pottery, and that import of obsidian later than 
Neolithic time was restricted to an early period of 
the Early Bronze Age. But the number of obsidian 
artifacts is in fact far too small to allow such a 
conclusion.

Among the seventeen flint implements from 
Period M 2 are five denticulates, all of them prob­
ably sickle blades. A blade of black, somewhat pa- 
tinated flint (fig. 8:17)75 shows regular retouch 
along one edge, and rather irregular retouch along 
the other, perhaps caused by use. The upper face 
has sinuous ridges. The bulbar end is broken. 
Another blade of dark brown, slightly patinated 
flint (fig. 8:18)76 is of rhomboid shape with regular 
denticulation along two adjoining edges. It is de­
scribed as an arrowhead, but may as well be part of 
a sickle blade.

A blade of grey, very patinated flint (fig. 8:19)77 
has one pointed end. The edges are notched from 
use, and about 1 cm from the pointed end is a short 
retouched concave edge.

Of the five recorded points (arrowheads or jave­
lins) one is of blackish, somewhat patinated flint 
with triangular section (fig. 8:20)78. Fluting retouch 
is seen on the upper face at both edges, sup­
plemented with a fine retouch at one edge, while the 
point has oblique retouch. The lower end is broken. 
This point, and another from Layer 54, may belong 
to the Neolithic tradition as illustrated by the points 
from the Neolithic layers at Tall Sükäs79. Points 
with triangular section are mentioned from Räs 
Samra Niveau III B as “similaires à celles du 
niveau V“80. A point from ‘Amuq E shows the same 

71: Sükäs III, 20-21.
72: Inv. Nos. 6389/1 = TS 4312, 6430/1.
73: Inv. Nos. 6444/1, 6456/6.
74: Inv. Nos. 6437/1, 6447/1.
75: Inv. No. 6378/1 = TS 4310.
76: Inv. No. 6376/6 = TS 4309.

77: Inv. No. 6376/3 = TS 4308.
78: Inv. No. 6365/1 = TS 4294.
79: P.ex. Sükäs III, figs. 146-147 Period N 3, fig. 182 Period N 

2. Cf. OIP 61 1960, figs. 30:1-2, 59:1-4, 60:1 Phases A-B, 
Byblos IV, fig 3 “pointe 1 d’Amouq“.

80: Syria 47 1970, 15. See also Ugaritica IV, 385 fig. 44:5.
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fluting retouch and secondary retouch as the Sükâs 
points, and probably also a triangular section81. It 
thus seems that, if all these points are not intrusive 
from lower layers, the tradition for projectile points 
with triangular section still lived on into the Chal­
colithic period. The remaining four examples from 
Tall Sükâs are described as preliminary works or 
fragments of arrowheads.

The single scraper82 is described as being made 
on a coarse blade, the only blade scraper recorded 
in the sounding.

Two polished celts were found in Layer 59. One 
is of whitish-grey, very patinated flint (fig. 8:21 )83. 
Its shape is trapezoid with rectangular section. The 
edge is damaged. A fragment (butt?) of another celt 
with almost square section is of grey, patinated flint 
(fig. 8:22)84. Quite similar celts, though not made of 
flint, were found in other sectors at Tall Sükâs85, 
and they are known from most of the ‘Amuq Phases 

A-J86. At Râs Samra too the celts were of stone 
other than flint87. Polished flint celts were found in 
the Neolithic layers at Tall Sükâs88 and at Byblos89. 
The remaining implements are three percussion 

QOstones .
Besides fragments of basalt grinding stones must 

be mentioned a fragmentary basalt mortar, shaped 
like a steep-sided bowl (fig. 9:22)91, and a rim frag­
ment with horizontal handle from a limestone bowl 
(fig. 59: l)92. The fragment is damaged by fire.

A single fragment of copper from the pit in Layer 
58 was the earliest example found in the sounding93. 
Copper (or bronze) examples remained few in the 
following layers, being found only in Layers 57, 55, 
54, 48 and 4694.

A fragment of an animal figurine, probably the 
hind part, is of greyisk-brown clay (fig. 59:2)95. Two 
fragments of bone awls have almost round section, 
and a third is flat (figs. 59:3-4)96.

81: OIP 61 1960, fig. 161:2.
82: Inv. No. 6376/1.
83: Inv. No. 6376/2 = TS 4307.
84: Inv. No. 6372/1 = TS 4298.
85: See chapter V.
86: OIP 61 1960, figs. 34, 64, 97, 134, 164, 188, 249, 326.
87: Ugaritica IV, 387 fig. 46.
88: Sükâs III, figs. 29-30 Period N 11, fig. 131 Period N 5.
89: Byblos IV, 146 fig. 59:1 Néolothique Récent.

90: Inv. Nos. 6374/2, 6386/1-2 from the pit in Layer 58.
91: Inv. No. 3934/1 =TS 6038.
92: Inv. No. TS 4302, W. 5.2 cm, H. 4.2 cm.
93: Inv. No. 5212.
94: Inv. Nos. 5211, 5208 = TS 3309, 5207, 6011/1 = TS 4004, 

5199, 5196, 5192.
95: Inv. No. 6090 = TS 4038, L. 3.0 cm, W. 3.1 cm, H. 4.5 cm.
96: Inv. Nos. 5214 = TS 3313, 5210 = TS 3311, both from 

Layer 58, L. 6.9 cm and 7.2 cm, and 5209 = TS 3310.
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Period M 1 (Layers 57-53)

The architectural remains

In the northeastern corner of the sounding, and 
resting directly on Layer 58, was an area with 
superseded layers of red ashes with charcoal and 
yellow clay (Layer 57 figs. 10, 52:2). This area 
reached its highest point towards the corner itself, 
with top level 7.80.

In the remaining area this layer was replaced by 
brown earth (Layer 56), being coarse towards 
northwest, and of a finer texture towards southwest. 
Embedded in the layer was a row of big stones 
running north-south, possibly a foundation for a 
wall facing east. The surface of the stone row sloped 
a little from north to south. Layer 56 seems to have 
been built up contemporaneously with the heap of 
ashes Layer 57.

Layer 55 is the designation of a heap in the north­
eastern corner, consisting of alternating layers of 
grey to brown earth, layers of grey and yellow clay, 
and some ashes with charcoal (fig. 11). In the heap 
were found a fragmentary bronze needle (fig. 11 no. 
I)97 and a bone point (fig. 11 no. 2)98. Spreading 
from the northeast corner Layer 55 became a grey­
ish-brown filling which covered a stone layer runn­
ing northwest-southeast. The stones were laid in 
one row of headsize stones, with smaller stones to­
wards northeast, and a few stones towards south­
west. The Layer belongs to the earliest phase of 
Layer 55. At about the middle of the eastern sound­
ing wall Layer 55 was disturbed down to about 
level 8.00 by building activities in Layer 54.

Southwest of the stone layer was still seen Layer 
56, on which the stone layer rested. It seems that 
while the features of Layer 55 accumulated, the 
area of Layer 56 was left unaltered.

Above Layers 56 and 55 was ordinary filling 
(Layer 54, fig. 12) containing grey and brown 
layers, the grey ones with organic material. The 
surface of Layer 54 was partially hard and covered 
with charcoal. At the eastern sounding wall a group 
of stones embedded in yellow clay (Layer 54 A) 
may be the remains of a wall belonging to Layer 54, 
but extending downwards into the upper part of 
Layer 55. In the western part of Layer 54 was found 
a bronze needle (fig. 12 no. 1)".

Layer 53 (fig. 13) was very similar to Layer 54, 
consisting of grey and brown earth layers with some 
clay, sand, and a few scattered stones. In the north­
eastern area it was replaced by a yellow fatty layer 
(54 A), probably part of the same feature as the 
yellow clay with stones found in connection with 
Layer 54. A band of the same layer recurred along 
the southern sounding wall, where it contained a 
few stones ^nd some sherds100. The top level of 
Layer 54 A in northeast was about 8.40, marking 
the bottom of a pit from Layers 52-51. In the south­
western corner of Layer 53 was found a seal (figs. 13 
no. 1, 59:8)101.

The character of the architectural remains did 
not change from Period M 2 to M 1. Besides floors 
and pavements were found a few remains of walls. 
In Layer 56 only a row of stones from a wall was 
preserved. The yellow clay labelled Layer 54 A may 
be the remains of a mudbrick wall, probably on a 
stone foundation. The refuse heap labelled Layers 
57 and 55 indicates an outdoor area.

The stones used for pavements and for walls in 
both periods were generally rather small in com­
parison with those from the following period.

97: Inv. No. 5208 = TS 3309.
98: Inv. No. 6021 = TS 4006.
99: Inv. No. 5207.

100: Inv. No. 6228 = TS 4123.
101: Inv. No. 6013 = TS 9005.
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The pottery

Matt-Slipped Wares
Some of these wares are the same as those found in 
Period M 2. The Light-Slipped and Dark-Slipped 
Wares are so well represented in both Periods M 2 
and M 1, and in the following Period L, that they 
can be considered continuing wares (Table 1).

The rather few examples of Red-Slipped and 
White-Slipped Wares make it difficult to ascribe 
them to one or to both of the Periods M 2-1, but it 
seems that Red-Slipped Ware, with only one exam­
ple in Layer 56 must belong to Period M 2, and that 
the White-Slipped Ware, with only one example in 
Layer 59 most probably belongs to Period M 1 and 
the following periods.

Matt Red-Slipped Ware 
Only one sherd was recorded (fig. 14:12)102, a rim­
sherd of buff clay with traces of red slip, from an 
open bowl with profiled rim. Similar bowls are 
known from ‘Amuq F and G103, where they are most 
numerous on the earliest three floors, and also from 
Habüba Kabira-Süd104.

Matt White-Slipped Ware
Only one sherd is of fine-textiired reddish clay (fig. 
15:6)105, and in this case the slip is whitish-creamy. 
The other examples are of gritty or very coarse and 
straw-tempered clay of indistinct colour. The slip is 
white, calcareous, and usually applied as a thick 
layer. The white slip in itself is quite similar to that 
found on the painted sherds of MWP-Ware, but 

with exception of the above mentioned fine-tex­
tured example, the white-slipped sherds cannot be 
regarded as unpainted fragments of the painted 
pottery, as this is always of fine-textured ware.

A sidesherd11,(1 with thin white slip in stripes indi­
cates reserved-slip technique. The only forms re­
corded are jars (not illustrated).

Matt Light-Slipped Ware
The three examples are very different from each 
other. Light brown slip is seen on buff clay (fig. 
14: l)107, greenish-grey slip on reddish-brown clay 
(fig. 14:4)108, and thick pink slip on yellowish-buff 
clay109. Only two forms are recorded, a jar with 
cylindrical neck and a small ridge on the upper side 
of the rim (fig. 14: l)110, and ajar with rim thickened 
on exterior (fig. 14:4)111, similar to ajar of Simple 
Ware (fig. 15:5)112.

Matt Dark-Slipped Ware
One sherd is of reddish-buff clay covered with mott­
led slip in dark reddish-brown to black colour (fig. 
15:7)113. The remaining sherds are dark reddish- 
brown, brown or dark brown, and the slip colours 
are dark brown, black (fig. 15:8)114, or black to grey.

Forms are open bowl with plain rim (fig. 15:7- 
8)115, bowl or hole-mouth jar (fig. 21: l)116, jar with 
everted neck and plain rim (fig. 14:2)117, and neck­
less jar with everted rim (fig. 14:3)118.

Though dark slip, and even one example of dark

102: Inv. No. 3920/9.
103: OIP 61 1960, fig. 171:7 Smooth-Faced Simple Ware, fig. 

174:12 Chaff-Faced Simple Ware, fig. 205:9, 11 Plain Sim­
ple Ware.

104: D. Sürenhagen, Untersuchungen zur Keramikproduktion 
innerhalb der Spät-Urukzeitlichen Siedlung Habüba Kabi­
ra-Süd in Nordsyrien, Berlin 1977, tab. 20:39, 21:45.

105: Inv. No. 3909/18.
106: Inv. No. 3913/4.
107: Inv. No. 3917/1.
108: Inv. No. 3915/1.

109: Inv. No. 3899/8.
110: Inv. No. 3917/1.
Ill: Inv. No. 3915/1.
112: Inv. No. 3911/1.
113: Inv. No. 3910/6.
114: Inv. No. 3909/16.
115: Inv. Nos. 3910/6, 3909/16.
116: Inv. No. 3899/5. Cf. Byblos V, fig. 154 no. 24032, fig. 157 

no. 21211, énéolithique récent.
117: Inv. No. 3917/2.
118: Inv. No. 3917/3.
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brown to black slip was found in Layers 59-58, a 
real black slip was not met with until Layer 54. A 
black to grey slipped example from Layer 53 may 
be of a different fabric, but a black-slipped sherd 
appeared again in Layer 51. The ware was not seen 
at Tall Darük, neither at QaPat ar-Rus.

Painted Wares
The painted wares from Period M 2 were still seen, 
and two others began with Layer 57. Also the new 
wares seem to be handmade.

Matt White-Slipped and Painted Ware
The ware is represented by a sidesherd from Layer 
56119 and by a rimsherd from a small jar with 
everted plain rim (fig. 14:5) 12°. The last mentioned 
example adds a new form to the bowls from period 
M 2. Its decoration consists of brown-painted rim­
bands on both sides of the rim.

Matt Yellow-Slipped and Painted Ware
Only one example was found, a sidesherd of fine 
brown clay from Layer 53121.

Unslipped Painted Ware
This ware was found in Layers 57-54, and a single 
sherd in Layer 47. The clay is the same as found 
with the Matt White-Slipped and Painted Ware, 
i.e. fine and light-coloured, in some cases with dark 
core. The colour of the paint is red in three cases 
(figs. 14:13-14, 15:1)122, the remaining sherds show­
ing reddish-brown, brown, but mostly dark brown 
painting colour. The paint is matt with one excep­
tion in Layer 57123.

Forms are hemispherical bowl (fig. 15: l)124, bowl 

with inverted rim (fig. 14:13, 15)125, bowl with 
everted rim (or jar rim?) (fig. 14:16)126, and jars 
illustrated by necksherds (fig. 14:14)127.

The decoration is usually the same as on the 
Matt White-Slipped and Painted Ware: rimbands 
on both sides of the rim, p.ex. with a brown band on 
exterior, and on interior one brown and one red 
band (fig. 14:13)128. Other examples have only a 
rimband on interior (fig. 15: l)129 Necksherds from 
jars show single bands marking the transition from 
body to neck (fig. 14:14)13°. More than one horizon­
tal band on exterior are seen on one sherd (figs. 
14:15, 55:5)131

As shown, the clay and painting motifs of this 
ware are the same as found with the Slipped and 
Painted Wares from Period M 2. The differences 
are that the painting is made on an unslipped sur­
face, and that the painting colour seems to change 
from dominantly red in Period M 2 to dominantly 
brown or dark brown in Period M 1. These features 
may be explained as influence from the unslipped 
brown-painted gritty ware which appeared for the 
first time in Layer 57 (Unslipped Painted Ware).

Parallels do not seem to be found at Räs Samra, 
but the red-painted rimbands on Chaff-Faced Ware 
in ‘Amuq F may be of a similar tradition132.

Gritty Unslipped Painted Ware
The range of this ware is Layers 57-45 (Table 1). 
The clay is fine and hard-fired, usually of white 
colour with a greenish shade, but it may also be 
yellow or grey. It contains numerous small black 
particles which are clearly seen. The paint is usual­
ly of a matt dark drown colour which in some cases 
turns black or violet-brown. A few sherds (fig. 

119: Inv. No. 3925/1.
120: Inv. No. 3919/3 = TS 6033.
121: Inv. No. 3899/9.
122: Inv. Nos. 3926/3 = TS 6039, 3925/3, 3911/2.
123: Inv. No. 3919/7.
124: Inv. No. 3911/2.
125: Inv. Nos. 3926/3 = TS 6039, 3924/8 = TS 6040.

126: Inv. No. 3924/11.
127: Inv. No. 3925/3.
128: Inv. No. 3926/3 = TS 6039.
129: Inv. No. 3911/2.
130: Inv. No. 3925/3.
131: Inv. No. 3924/8 = TS 6040.
132: OIP 61 1960, fig. 180:1-5.
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14:6)133 have slightly lustrous painting. The ware 
may be the same as or similar to the first Chal­
colithic ware in Räs Samra, though numerous black 
particles are not mentioned in connection with that 

134ware .
The forms are the same as those found with the 

non-gritty painted wares. Hemispherical bowl (fig. 
15:9)135, bowl with contracted rim (fig. 14:6-7)136, 
bowl with vertical rim (fig. 15:10)l37, and jars with 
everted necks (figs. 14:17, 15:11)138. To these is 
added a rimsherd from ajar or jug with fragmen­
tary vertical handle starting at the rim (fig. 
14:18)139. It has to be noticed that forms are not 
indicated by the material above Layer 54, though 
the ware itself was found up to Layer 45.

Plain rimbands are found as decoration on both 
sides of the rim (figs. 14:6, 15:9) 14°, or on exterior 
alone (fig. 15:10)141. Horizontal neckbands are seen 
on jars (figs. 14:17, 15:11)142.

Besides this very simple design which was also 
seen on the other painted wares, there is found a 
slightly more varied one. One sherd has a decora­
tion which covers greater parts of the surface (fig. 
14:7)143. A great part of the pottery is decorated 
with broad and narrow parallel bands (figs. 14:19, 
55:10)144 with additional wawy lines which may re­

call multiple brush painting but which, on close 
examination, is probably not (fig. 55:7-8)145. The 
lines may be horizontal or vertical, and there is an 
example of cross-hatching (fig. 55:9)146. Transverse 
stripes are found on a handle (fig. 14:18)147.

This decorating is not found at Tall Darük, but it 
is well represented at Räs Samra in Niveau III B 
(Ubaid Period). The examples are of various 
wares148 and are quoted here alone for their decora­
tion patterns. Parallel wavy lines in connection with 
parallel straight lines are common from Strate D in 
the 1953 Sounding149, but the closest parallel at all 
is a sherd from Strate A150 found among p.ex. 
combed ware of early Bronze Age date. It may be 
supposed that this sherd is intrusive from Strate B, 
as painted decoration of this kind is not characteris­
tic for the Early Bronze Age at Räs Samra.

Cross-hatching (except for some very fine-lined 
examples) was met with at Räs Samra from Strate 
E151, but the examples most similar to the Sükäs 
pottery are from Strates C-B152. The Sükäs gritty 
painted pottery thus seem to be paralleled in the 
upper and uppermost Ubaid-levels at Räs Samra. 
Similar examples of painting are also found in 
Hama L and K 10-8153, and the River Qoueiq

133: Inv. No. 3919/5.
134: Ugaritica IV, 375.
135: Inv. No. 3910/1 = TS 6059.
136: Inv. Nos. 3919/5, 3919/4 = TS 6032.
137: Inv. No. 3902/7 = TS 6053.
138: Inv. Nos. 3920/2 = TS 6049, 3902/10 = TS 6054.
139: Inv. Nos. 3916/1. Cf. Ugaritica IV, 482 fig. 3 B, — 3.40 m, 

Strate D.
140: Inv. Nos. 3919/5, 3910/1 = TS 6059.
141 : Inv. No. 3902/7 = TS 6053.
142: Inv. Nos. 3920/2 = TS 6049, 3902/10 = TS 6054.
143: Inv. No. 3919/4 = TS 6032. Cf. Ugaritica IV, 360 fig. 26 

H, — 2.70 m, Strate C, 380 fig. 41 top row, — 3.50-3.30 m, 
Strate D. Hama I, pl. XIIT4, Period L 3 b.

144: Inv. Nos. 3924/1-2, 3902/4.
145: Inv. No. 3902/1-2.
146: Inv. No. 3902/3 = TS 6052.
147: Inv. No. 3916/1. Cf. Ugaritica IV, 482 fig. 3 B, — 3.40 m,

Niveau III B. Hama I, pl. XIV: 1, Period L 3 b.
148: Ugaritica IV, 375.
149: Ugaritica IV, 364 fig. 31 Q, — 3.30 m, Strate D: céramique 

groupe 2o, 379 fig. 40 Strates D-C, 353 fig. 21 A, — 1.80 m, 
Strate B: céramique groupe 3°. Cf. also 480 fig. 1 F, — 2.30 
m, Strate C in the 1955-60 sounding.

150: Ugaritica IV, 350 fig. 18 A, — 1.30 m: céramique groupe 
3o.

151: Ugaritica IV, 365 fig. 32 F, — 3.50 m: céramique groupe 
3°.

152: Ugaritica IV, 358 fig. 25 T, — 2.60 m, Strate C: céramique 
groupe 2°, 353 fig. 21 D, — 1.80 m, Strate B: céramique 
groupe 1°.

153: Hama I, pis. XVII:6, XXI:3,11, XXIV:5, XXV:3, 
XXVIL4 (Period L 3a-l), pis. XXXIII:4, 5, 7, 8, 
XXXIX 4, 6, 11, XL:2 (Period K 10-8).

154: Qoueiq, nos. 609, 653, 691, 695, 707, Phase E.
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Unclassified painted sherds
Five of the six examples are similar to one or two of 
the main wares, and they may be supposed to be 
the result of influence from one of these wares to 
another.

A sidesherd of buff gritty clay with black core 
from Layer 54155 has two dark brown stripes 
painted on buff slip. The clay seems similar to that 
of gritty painted ware. The same may be said of a 
sidesherd of white clay with numerous black partic­
les (fig. 14:8)lo6. Black somewhat lustrous bands are 
painted on whitish slip. A sidesherd of fine whitish 
clay with thick white to yellow slip has fine parallel 
lines and remains of two other lines in another di­
rection, all in matt red paint157.

Two sherds are without slip. The first is a 
sidesherd of yellowish-buff clay with dark brown 
band- and stripe-painting138, the other is a rim- and 
necksherd from a jar of creamy-whitish clay with 
dark brown painted rimband and an additional 
stripe on the neck exterior (fig. 14:20)159. The ware 
of both examples is like that of non-gritty painted 
wares.

The last example is a sidesherd of dark brown 
clay with a red-painted net-pattern on yellowish- 
brown polished slip (fig. 15:12) 16°. The clay is dif­
ferent from that of the other painted wares.

When the painted wares from Period M 1 are 
compared with those from Period M 2 it becomes 
evident that there is a marked difference. In Period 
M 2 the painting is usually red and applied on a 
matt white, buff or yellow slip. The designs are 
horizontal bands. In Period M I the gritty ware 
appears. The painting is usually dark brown and 
applied directly on the clay surface without slip. 
The new designs are multiple straight or wavy 
lines, also in connection with rimbands.

On the other hand it seems quite clear that there 

is no disruption between Periods M 2 and M 1. The 
Unslipped Painted Ware is a continuation of the 
Period M 2 painted wares though without slip, and 
with red or more often brown painting, which 
makes it a transitional ware. A few other sherds 
show a mixture of the two painting styles (see 
above, Unclassified painted sherds).

Slipped and Burnished Wares
These wares began with Layer 58, were common 
from Layer 56, and ended with Layer 40, a few 
sherds still being found in Layers 35 and 28 (Table 
!)•

The great majority of the sampling from Layers 
57-53 consists of light-coloured sherds, the clay be­
ing described as light buff, buff, buff to yellow, buff 
to greyish, buff to reddish and greyish-brown. 
Dark-coloured sherds are brown to dark brown. Al­
most one half of the sherds are of fine-textured clay, 
the other half of gritty, sometimes rather coarse 
clay, and two examples are straw-tempered (one 
light-coloured, the other dark-coloured). With very 
few exceptions the core is black.

The slip colours are mostly light (pink, pink to 
red, pink to brown), but darker colours (red, red to 
brown, and brown) are not unusual. There does not 
seem to be any difference in the use of slip colour on 
light or dark sherds, and it may therefore seem un­
reasonable to separate a slipped and burnished 
dark ware from the usual slipped and burnished 
light ware. In the following Periods L 4-L 3 the 
dark-coloured sherds are, however, exclusively co­
vered with dark slip, and therefore this pottery has 
been kept as a separate ware in Table 1, also in 
Period M 1.

Two examples differ a little from the other. A 
rimsherd (fig. 14:9)ibl of coarse greyish-brown clay 
has a buff slip with red burnished surface, and may 

155: Inv. No. 3907/17.
156: Inv. No. 3919/8.
157: Inv. No. 3926/2.
158: Inv. No. 3918/3.

159: Inv. No. 3926/1 = TS 6045.
160: Inv. No. 3904/3. Cf. Ehrich, pl. XXL16.P.1, Layer 16.
161: Inv. No. 3919/1.
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be compared with the Red Double-Slipped Ware in 
‘Amuq F162. The other is a sidesherd163 of very 
coarse gritty clay with straw temper, covered with a 
yellowish-white thick polished slip.

It was often difficult to distinguish the burnish 
strokes on the sherd material, but it seems that 
horizontal burnishing was more usual than vertical 
burnishing. The burnishing is rather irregular (fig. 
56: l)164.

Among the forms is a bowl with slightly inturned 
lip (fig. 15:13)165. The exterior is wet-smoothed, the 
interior horizontally burnished on pink to brown 
slip. The form is met with in ‘Amuq F and G166 
where bowls with moulded lips are characteristic 
for the earlier Phase G floors. Another bowl which 
seems to be rather low (?) has a small almost verti­
cal rim (fig. 15:2)167. The whole interior, and a ca 1 
cm broad band on the exterior of the rim are co­
vered with reddish-brown horizontally burnished 
slip. The same practice, leaving the exterior of 
bowls unslipped below the rim, is known in ‘Amuq 
F168. The form itself may be paralleled in ‘Amuq 
Chaff-Faced Simple Ware and in Chaff-Faced Red- 
Slipped and Burnished Ware169. A small carinated 
bowl (fig. 21:2)170 has parallels in ‘Amuq F and G171 
where such bowls “with fairly well-marked shoul­
der or carination“ seem to belong to the earliest 
Phase G floors. A small fragmentary bowl with 
everted rim and flat bottom may be paralleled in 
Byblos néolithique récent (fig. 15:14)1

A jar fragment shows rim thickened on exterior 
(fig. 14:9)l73. It has horizontally burnished double­

slip, see above. Another rim fragment shows very 
broad out- and downturned rim and vertical neck 
(fig. 15:15) *74. The form is similar to that of a tub 
fragment from ‘Amuq F175. A rim fragment with 
vertical burnish on both sides of the high everted 
rim may be from ajar or bowl (fig. 9:15),76. A rim 
from a closed bowl or hole-mouth jar with slightly 
marked rim (fig. 21:3)177 has a parallel in ‘Amuq 
F178.

A fragment of a high ringfoot or pedestal base is 
covered with a deep brown to reddish polished slip 
on exterior (fig. 15:16)179 It is of the same type as 
those from the deeper Layers 59-58 of Simple Ware. 
As slipped and burnished light ware was not 
characteristic for those layers, it is supposed that 
this pedestal base is not extrusive from Layers 59- 
58, but belongs to Period M 1. Pedestal bases are 
known from ‘Amuq F and G180 where they were 
found throughout Phase G, but apparently were 
most common on the earliest floors.

A single sidesherd shows an unusual surface 
treatment in having incised lines under a pink 
burnished slip (fig. 15:17)181. All the above men­
tioned examples are of light-coloured ware.

Though certain forms are found in ‘Amuq F and 
G, the Slipped and Burnished Ware in itself does 
not seem to be exactly paralleled. The red or redd­
ish-brown slip may well be the same as the deep 
red-orange slip on Chaff-Faced Red-Slipped and 
Burnished Ware at ‘Amuq, but at Tall Sükäs it is 
found on fine-textured as well as on gritty ware, and 
only twice on straw-tempered sherds. At Tabära el-

162: OIP 61 1960, 241.
163: Inv. No. 3903/9.
164: Inv. No. 3907/1 = TS 6044.
165: Inv. No. 3905/1 = TS 6042.
166: OIP 61 1960, fig. 179:1 Chaff-Faced Red-Slipped Ware, 

fig. 205:12 Plain Simple Ware.
167: Inv. No. 3914/8.
168: OIP 61 1960, 239.
169: OIP 61 1960, figs. 174:5, 7, 179:12.
170: Inv. No. 3899/7.
171: OIP 61 1960, fig. 174:15-17 Smooth-Faced Simple Ware, 

fig. 206:9-10 Plain Simple Ware.

172: Inv. No. 3910/3. Cf. Byblos V, fig. 82 no. 31416.
173: Inv. No. 3919/1.
174: Inv. No. 3910/5.
175: OIP 61 1960, fig. 174:26.
176: Inv. No. 3933/1.
177: Inv. No. 3899/4.
178: OIP 61 1960, fig. 176:1 Chaff-Faced Simple Ware.
179: Inv. No. 3900/1. Cf. Byblos V, fig. 149 no. 5674, énéolithi- 

que récent.
180: OIP 61 1960, fig. 179:10 Chaff-Faced Red-Slipped Ware, 

fig. 214:24 Plain Simple Ware.
181 : Inv. No. 3910/4.
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Akräd a red wash (Level VII) or a dark red wash 
(Levels VI-V) is sometimes burnished182. At Habü- 
ba Kabira-Süd a great part of the slipped pottery 
showed various red to brown colours, and a lesser 
number of sherds had yellowish-brown burnished 
slip. It is difficult to associate the Sükäs Slipped and 
Burnished Ware with the above mentioned from 
various localities, but the Sükäs pottery may in 
some way be part of a general tradition for these 
wares.

Simple Wares
Various wares are recognized, but except for the 
cooking pots 1 and 2, the recorded sherds are too 
few to allow a dividing of the material into different 
wares. The range of variations is rather broad: from 
fine buff or gritty buff to gritty red, brown and dark 
brown, usually with black core.

Three bowl types are present. A very thin-walled 
bowl with vertical straight side and thin plain lip 
(fig. 14:21)183 may be of the same kind of small 
bowls as in ‘Amuq F or G184. It is of fine buff clay. A 
bowl of more open form with rim very slightly thic­
kened on exterior is also of buff clay (fig. 14:22)18’. 
The third type is an open bowl with a rim which is 
made slightly thinner than the lower part of the 
bowl, one of buff clay, another of red gritty clay (fig. 
15:18-19)186. This type is similar to bowls from 
‘Amuq F187.

The range of cooking pot type 1 is Layers 56-45. 
Its beginning in Layer 56 war contemporary with 
the beginning of cooking pot type 2, but it dis­
appeared before the end of that type.

The clay is coarse or very coarse and gritty. The 
colour varies from leather-brown to dark brown, 
only two examples having a red surface (figs. 14:24, 
21:13)188. The surface is usually wet-smoothed, the 
core black. There does not seem to be any change in 
this ware from Layer 56 to Layer 45.

The jars show globular body with (probably) 
rounded base, no neck, high everted rim (figs. 
14:23-24, 55:6, 15:3)189. The rim diameters recorded 
vary from 14-16 cm in Layers 56-55 to 22 cm in 
Layer 54.

A similar rim form may be quoted from Habüba 
Kabira-Süd, in the Serienproduktion 5, Sphärische 
Gefässe mit kurzem Trichterrand (D8-39, 53-61 )190, 
with rim diameters of ca 13-19 cm. Other parallels 
are found in the River Qoueiq area191, and in 
‘Amuq F. The Sükäs ware seems most similar to the 
Coarse Cooking-Pot Ware at ‘Amuq, but the form 
is identical with forms in Well Made Cooking-Pot 
Ware192, though the rim diameters (22.5 and 20 cm) 
are greater than those of the Sükäs examples. The 
cooking pot rims from Tabära al-Akräd VII-V are 
rather different, only one being of the plain flaring 
type191. The rim form is represented at Hama in 
Periods L 2-1 and K 10-1, shape V A 1, in various 
wares194, and in Byblos ¿néolithique récent195.

The range of cooking pot type 2 is Layers 56-40. 
It was a very common form in Layers 56-47, where­
after it became sparce.

The ware is coarse and gritty, sometimes with 
rather big dark and white particles and straw 
temper. The colour varies from buff to reddish-buff, 
red, reddish-brown, light brown, greyish-brown

182: Anatolian Studies 1 1951, 130.
183: Inv. No. 3925/4.
184: OIP 61 1960, fig. 174:18-21 ChaiT-Faced Simple Ware, fig. 

208:5 Plain Simple Ware.
185: Inv. No. 3920/7.
186: Inv. Nos. 3910/21, 3902/11.
187: OIP 61 1960, fig. 171:3 Smooth-Faced Simple Ware, fig. 

179:16 Chaff-Faced Red-Slipped and Burnished Ware.
188: Inv. Nos. 3920/3, 3891/4.
189: Inv. Nos. 3923/1 = TS 6010, 3920/3, 3913/1.

190: D. Sürenhagen, Untersuchungen zur Keramikproduktion 
innerhalb der Spät-Urukzeitlichen Siedlung Habüba Kabi­
ra-Süd in Nordsyrien, Berlin 1977, tab. 24:21, 25:27, 28.

191: Qoueiq, no. 796, Phase F.
192: OIP 61 1960, fig. 175:2-4, 182/3, 8-9, pl. 23:1.
193: Anatolian Studies 1 1951, 131 fig. 7 b.
194: Hama I, pls. XXII:3, 5, XXVL8, 10, 11 (Period L 2-1), 

pls. XXXIV:1, XLII.l, IL:1, LVIILl, LXIIL5, LXVL1 
(Period K 10-1).

195: Byblos V, fig. 169 nos. 19817, 27642. 
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and brown, usually with black core. The number of 
sherds with buff to red colour is rather great in 
relation to those with reddish, greyish-brown or 
brown colour. The surface is usually wet-smoothed. 
One example is blackened by fire on the exterior 
lower part (fig. 15:21 )196.

The shape is very distinct. Globular body with 
rounded base, no neck, everted rim with oblique 
inner side (figs. 14:25, 15:4, 20-32, 2L4)197. A com­
pletejar was found outside the sounding198. The rim 
diameters vary from ca 16 to ca 24 cm, one example 
from Layer 56 measuring 28 cm. There is no visible 
difference in size from Layer 56 to Layer 40, and in 
Layer 54 the whole range from 16 to 24 cm was 
found. The width of the rims (measuring the obli­
que side) is generally 2 cm. Also the shape was 
consistent through the layers, the latest examples 
not differing from the earliest ones. In fact the 
rather large number of these rims in Layer 54 (37 
examples) showed almost the full range of varia­
tions, of which the only notable is fig. 15:25 on 
which the inner oblique side has become an upper 

horizontal side, cf. examples in ‘Amuq F199.
Similar rims are seen in ‘Amuq F200. They are 

found with various wares which means that they do 
not represent a cooking pot ware at that site. The 
rim type in connection with globular body is seen in 
Hama K 7-2 which may at first seem rather late. 
But the Hama jars may quite well correspond to the 
later examples at Tall Sùkâs, i.e. from Layer 52 
upwards201.

Various profiled jar rims occur in this period. A 
big necked jar with rim thickened on exterior is of 
buff clay (fig. 15:5 ) 202. A rim showing the same 
thickening of the rim but without neck, is of brown 
clay (fig. 15:33)203. Two rims show interior curving 
(fig. 15:34-35)204 as on some examples from ‘Amuq 
F205. Both are of brown clay. A vertical handle with 
exterior groove is of yellowish-buff clay (fig. 
14:IO)206. The upper attachement is at the rim. A' 
sidesherd of red gritty clay is covered with small 
angular impressions (fig. 21:5)207. A sidesherd with 
combed surface (fig. 14:26)208 is considered intru­
sive from the upper layers, see Period L 2.

Small finds other than pottery

Denticulates, probably sickle blades, are recorded, 
but only one is described (fig. 14:1 1)209. It is a com­
plete blade of dark brown, somewhat patinated 
flint. Both edges are finely denticulated on the bul­
bar face, and retouch is also seen at one end on the 
upper face. Notches indicate use. The two ridges on 

the upper face are almost parallel. This blade is the 
earliest example of the “Canaanean“ blades with 
two parallel ridges as known from ‘Amuq F and the 
following Early Bronze Age phases210, from Räs 
Samra Niveaux III B and III A l211, from Niveaux 
III A 2 and III A 3212, and from Byblos213. Other

196: Inv. No. 3908/1.
197: Inv. Nos. 3918/1, 3914/2, 3905/2, 3908/1, 3900/3-12, 3904/ 

1, 3899/1.
198: See chapter V, Inv. No. 8413 = TS 4747 (fig. 51:1).
199: OIP 61 1960, fig. 171:22 Smooth-Faced Simple Ware.
200: OIP 61 1960, fig. 171:21-22 Smooth-Faced Simple Ware, 

fig. 176:6 ChafT-Faced Simple Ware, fig. 178:2 Various 
clays, fig. 179:18 Red-Slipped and Burnished Ware.

201: Hama I, pls. XLVI:2, LVIII:4, LXIIL4.
202: Inv. No. 3911/1.
203: Inv. No. 3910/7.
204: Inv. Nos. 3909/15, 3910/19.

205: OIP 61 1960, fig. 178:4 Various clays.
206: Inv. No. 3919/2.
207: Inv. No. 3901/3. Cf. Ugaritica IV, 357 fig. 24 I, J, K, 360 

fig. 26 E, Niveau III B.
208: Inv. No. 3916/4.
209: Inv. No. 6387 = TS 4311.
210: OIP 61 1960, fig. 186:9-10 Phase F, fig. 246:12-14 Phase G, 

fig. 294:8 Phase H, fig. 325 Phase I, fig. 353 Phase J.
211 : Syria XLVII 1970, 15 and 7.
212: Ugaritica VI, 62 fig. 9:3-4, 47 fig. 1:2.
213: Byblos IV, fig. 79:9, énéolithique. 
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blades of this type came from Layers 46 and 41214, 
and from outside the sounding came one rather 
large example215.

Four borers are recorded, two of them made on 
flakes. One of these is of greyish patinated flint (fig. 
14:27)216. The point is made by irregular retouch. A 
projectile point of brown, very patinated flint (fig. 
15:36)217 shows triangular section and fluting re­
touch on the upper face. Both ends are broken. Cf. 
the similar point in Layer 59.

A stamp seal of yellowish-grey steatite (fig. 
59:8)21B with perforated rigde shows an oval (?) base 
with incised diagonal crossing lines. In each side is 
a V-shaped cut. This seal type, with its ridged 
upper side and simple geometric decoration was 

seen in ‘Amuq A-B219 and in Räs Samra Niveau V 
B220, but it seems to have existed also in later 
periods221. Another stamp seal (?) is of baked clay 
(fig. 59:5)222. The upper side is domed (without per­
foration), the flat base has incised crossing lines. A 
similar seal of baked clay is known from Räs Samra 
Niveau V B223.

Among the very few examples of copper is a pin 
with knob on the top (fig. 59:6)224, a type found in 
‘Amuq G22>. A small cylindrical bead was made of 
blue frit226. A point with serrated edges (fig. 59:7)227 
is made of the pectoral spine from catfish or sting 
ray (trygonidae). It may well have been used as a 
spear- or arrowhead, as was the case in Egypt228.

214: Inv. Nos. 6367/1 = TS 4296, 6488/1 = TS 4313.’
215: Sükäs I, 64 No. 21 fig. 30 a, from G 14 SE Layer 5, Period 

G 2.
216: Inv. No. 6389/1 = TS 4312.
217: Inv. No. 6366/1 = TS 4295.
218: Inv. No. 6013 = TS 4005, 4.0 X 2.5 cm, H. 2.0 cm, pub­

lished in Sükäs VII, no. 519.
219: OIP 61 1960, fig. 37:1, 3, fig. 68:1, fig. 379:3-7.
220: Ugaritica IV, 508 fig. 32.
221: P.ex. OIP 61 1960, fig. 253:1 Phase G.
222: Inv. No. 6089 = TS 4037, 4.5 X 2.5 cm, H. 2.5 cm. Pub­

lished in Sükäs VII, 85 no. 518.

223: Ugaritica IV, 286 fig. 7.
224: Inv. No. 5208 = TS 3309, L. 7.2 cm.
225: OIP 61 1960, fig. 239:7.
226: Inv. No. 5206 = TS 3308, L. 0.75 cm.
227: Inv. No. 6021 = TS 4006, L. 11.0 cm. Published in AASyr 

11 1961, 136 and fig. 4.
228: W. B. Emery and Z. Y. Saad, Excavations at Saqqara. The 

Tomb of Hemaka, Cairo 1938, 45 fig. 13:3, pl. 20 above, 46 
type 3: First Dynasty. F. Wendorf and R. Schild, Prehistory 
of the Nile Vally, New York 1976, 316 fig. 209 a (unpre­
pared example) and fig. 209 b (prepared example): Fayum 
Terminal Paleolithic.
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III :The Early Bronze Age

Period L 4 (Layers 52-48)

HÍS 14

The architectural remains

Layer 52 (fig. 16) was a band of yellow to brown 
clay with gravel, running north-south between a 
wall (Layer 51 B) and a stone-lined pit in the north­
eastern corner. The pit was most probably contem­
poraneous with Layers 52 and 51, its extension 
being greater in connection with these layers than 
with the following Layer 50. It was lined with sto­
nes in two courses (Layer 52). The bottom of the pit 
was level with the surface of Layer 54 A. At the 
edge of the pit were found two sherds from a storage 
jar (fig. 16 no. I)229 which must be considered intru­
sive, as the remaining parts of the jar were found in 
Layers 49-47.

Layer 51 was grey, fatty filling. In the lower part 
of this layer (fig. 16) was found a wall (Layer 51 B) 
running almost north-south, and turning west­
wards in the southwestern corner of the sounding. 
The eastern limit of the wall followed the edge of 
the yellow Layer 52 except at the northern sound­
ing wall, where a few stones rested on Layer 52. A 
spindle whorl was found under one of the stones 
(figs. 16 no. 2, 59: IO)230

South of the pit Layer 51 A contained scattered 
stones which may well be part of the pavement 51 A 
resting directly on the wall 51 B and on Layer 52 in 
the western excavation area (fig. 17), and contain­
ing similar big stones as seen in the southeastern 
corner on fig. 16.

Layer 50 (fig. 17) was found only in the eastern 
part of the sounding. It consisted of earth with 
ashes and carbonized grain, and in the southeastern 
area were some stray mudbricks. In the northeast­

ern corner were concentric bands of red-burnt and 
black earth sloping down towards the pit, which 
was first seen in connection with Layer 52.

Layer 49 (fig. 17) was found in the southeastern 
and central area, where it rested on layer 50 and on 
the stone pavement Layer 51 A. It consisted of grey 
filling with a little carbonized grain.

Layer 48 was recognized all over the area. In the 
southwestern corner the bottom of Layer 48 con­
sisted of a group of big flat stones placed close to 
each other, the space between them being packed 
with smaller stones (fig. 18). The surface of this 
stone layer sloped down from north to south. The 
stones had been used as a foundation for an oven, 
but they need not originally have been placed for 
this purpose, as similar stones were found along the 
southern sounding wall, outside the oven area.

On top of the stones was built a circular oven 
(figs. 19, 52:3). The remains show a round bottom 
of earth and clay, the lower part of which was un­
affected by heat, while its surface was burnt and 
showed dark brown, black and red colours. Directly 
on this bottom was a thin layer of carbonized grain, 
covered first by charcoal and then by white ashes. 
On top of this was a layer of grey earth and more 
carbonized grain. The sides of the oven which had 
been built up of clay, were found collapsed on the 
layer of ashes (fig. 53:1).

Carbonized grain was also found outside the 
oven towards north and east. North of the oven the 
grain was found under a layer of red-burnt clay on 
top of a great stone. Between this feature and the 

229: Inv. No. 6134 = TS 4058, see Layer 47. 230: Inv. No. 5205 = TS 3307.
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oven was a layer of burnt wattle-and-daub consist­
ing of fragments of red-burnt and whitish clay with 
impressions of parallel reeds. All the fragments 
were lying horizontally, and they are supposed to 
be the remains of a burnt and turned over wall. 
Remains of another wall affected by heat were 
found southeast of the oven at the southern sound­
ing wall. It was made of mudbrick, and its direction 
was westsouthwest-eastnortheast.

In the remaining area Layer 48 consisted of 
brown clay towards north, and of brown to grey 
earth with scattered carbonized grain towards east. 
In the central area the layer was disturbed by a pit 
from Layer 47 in which was placed ajar (figs. 19 
no. 1, 52:4, 20:1, 27:3)231. The jar bottom was em­
bedded in Layer 48. The pit in the northeastern 
corner was partly filled up to about level 8.85, the 
filling showing ashes of various colours and a layer 

with charcoal.
The carbonized grain, the burnt and fallen watt­

le-and-daub structure, and the red-burnt mudbrick 
wall taken together suggest a great fire around the 
oven. The great quantities of grain in and around 
the oven232 may originate from a single store from 
which it was scattered during the fire233. On the 
carbonized grain were found a spindle whorl (figs. 
20 no. 3, 59:12)234, and a copper axe (figs. 20 no. 4, 
59:1 1)235.

In the Period L 4 only Layer 51 B yielded an 
example of a wall. The pit 52/51 and the oven in 
Layer 48 indicate outdoor activities in the area, and 
this is supported by the wattle-and-daub structure 
in Layer 48, probably a shelter in a courtyard. The 
use of larger stones for walls and pavements than in 
the previous period was introduced with Layer 51.

The pottery

Matt-Slipped Wares
The few examples all came from Layer 51, and they 
did not differ from the same wares in Period M 1. 
The only form shown is a fragment of a bowl of 
brown clay with matt black slip (fig. 21:6)236, a type 
also found in ‘Amuq Phases F and G237.

Painted Wares
Apart from one sherd of seemingly normal Unslip­
ped Painted Ware238, there is one example with red­
dish-violet matt paint on pink to brown slip239, and 
another with a red band of buff slip240. No forms 
were recognized.

Slipped and Burnished Wares
The only example of Slipped and Burnished Dark 
Ware is a rimsherd, probably from a bowl with 
vertical side (fig. 21:7)241. The light ware sherds are 
all of buff clay, usually with black core, and with 
pink, red or reddish-brown slip.

Forms are hole-mouth jar or bowl (fig. 21:8)242, 
great jar with small slightly everted rim (fig. 
21:9 ) 243, possibly a variant of the neckless storage 
jars seen in ‘Amuq G244, and carinated bowl (fig. 
21:10)245. Only part of side and bottom is preserved 
of the last mentioned example, but it is most prob­
ably a bowl like the carinated, usually burnished

231: Inv. No. 3880/1.
232: Radiocarbon 15 1973, 108 (K-713): 2500 ± 120 B.C.
233: H. Helbæk, Les grains carbonisés de la 48ème couche des 

fouilles de Tall Soukas, AASyr 11/12 1961/62, 185-186.
234: Inv. No. 5202 = TS 3305.
235: Inv. No. 6011/1 = TS 4004.
236: Inv. No. 3893/8 of brown clay with matt black slip.
237: OIP 61 1960, fig. 174:15 Chaff-Faced Simple Ware, fig. 

208:2 Plain Simple Ware of which “somewhat taller cups 

and goblets appear throughout middle and late Phase G“. 
238: Inv. No. 3897/3.
239: Inv. No. 3897/5.
240: Inv. No. 3886/1.
241: Inv. No. 3893/9.
242: Inv. No. 3896/3.
243: Inv. No. 3896/2.
244: OIP 61 1960, fig. 210:12 Plain Simple Ware.
245: Inv. No. 3897/4.
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bowls from ‘Amuq F246. A complete bowl of this 
type was found outside the sounding247.

Simple Wares
As in the preceding period a broad range of wares 
are used, spanning from buff, pale red, light brown 
to grey, reddish-brown and brown clay, usually 
with black core.

Forms are open bowl with convex side and plain 
rim (fig. 20:1 1)248 and bowl or hole-mouth jar (fig. 
21:12)249. This form was not common at ‘Amuq, 
and the best parallels are from Phase G250.

Both ware and form of cooking pot type 1 are 
quite similar to the earlier examples, and these pots 
(fig. 21:13-14)251 may be considered a continuation 
of the Chalcolithic ones. The ware of cooking pot 
type 2 is varied in the same way as in Period M 1, 

and most of the rimsherds also show the same form 
(figs. 21:15-16, 56:2)252. A few variants are seen, one 
rim with horizontal upper side (fig. 2L17)253 and 
another with straight-cut lip (fig. 21:19)234. A third 
cooking pot type may be represented by a rimsherd 
of coarse gritty reddish clay with wet-smoothed sur­
face and black core (fig. 21:18)2j5. An almost com­
plete jar with rim of the same shape was found in 
the following Period L 3 (figs. 27:17, 56:4)236. A 
similar form was found in ‘Amuq G25' in Third 
Cooking-Pot Ware, which appeared on the second 
earliest floor and was the most characteristic Phase 
G Cooking-Pot Ware. Yet another rimsherd (fig. 
21:20)258 may be ascribed to the cooking pots be­
cause of its great rim diameter (32 cm), but it may 
quite as well belong to a big storage jar.

Small finds other than pottery

No flint implements were found. A blade and two 
chips of obsidian came from Layers 51 and 50.

Among the stone implements are loaf-shaped 
grinding stones of basalt and some percussion sto­
nes219. A horn from an animal figurine is made of 
bluish-grey stone (fig. 59:9)260. An elongated, 
trapezoid, flat copper or bronze axe has slightly 
convex cutting edge and rounded butt (fig. 
59:11)261. This type was widespread during the Ear­
ly Bronze Age, and a Chalcolithic example is 
known from Habûba Kabira-Süd262. A similar axe 

was found at Tall Sükäs outside the sounding263. A 
pierced disc made from a potsherd was probably 
used as a spindle whorl (fig. 59:10)264. Another 
spindle whorl is of bone, with rounded and polished 
upper side (fig. 59:12)265.

According to a preliminary microscopy of the 
carbonized grain from Layer 48 barley was totally 
absent, most of the examples being emmer 
(triticum dicoccum), and a few examples perhaps 
small spelt (triticum monococcum)233. It is sug­
gested by H. Helbæk that all the grain was har-

246: OIP 61 1960, fig. 171:14-17 Smooth-Faced Simple Ware. 
Cf. also Byblos V, fig. 153 nos. 20741, 21579, ¿néolithique 
récent.

247: See chapter V, Inv. No. 8414 = TS 4748 (figs. 51:6, 58:2). 
Compare also Inv. No. 3899/7 from Layer 53 (fig. 21:2).

248: Inv. No. 3894/1.
249: Inv. No. 3893/7. Cf. Byblos V, fig. 154 no. 24032, fig. 157 

no. 21211, énéolithique récent.
250: OIP 61 1960, fig. 220:1, Incised and Impressed Ware.
251: Inv. Nos. 3891/4, 3897/1.
252: Inv. Nos. 3891/1, 3889/1.
253: Inv. No. 3896/1.
254: Inv. No. 3888/1.

255: Inv. No. 3895/1.
256: Inv. No. 6134/1 = TS 4058 (figs. 27:17, 56:4).
257: OIP 61 1960, fig. 228:1, pl. 26:1, H. ca. 40 cm, rim diam. 

22.5 cm.
258: Inv. No. 3888/2.
259: Inv. Nos. 7278, 7279, 6434, 6439, 6436, 6490.
260: Inv. No. 6416 = TS 4303, L. 1.5 cm.
261 : Inv. No. 6011/1 = TS 4004, L. 17.0 cm, W. 5.0 cm, Th. 1.1

cm.
262: E. Strommenger in MDOG 102 1970, 70 fig. 26.
263: See chapter V, inv. No. 6732 = TS 4549 (fig. 59:24).
264: Inv. No. 5205 = TS 3307, diam. 5.2 cm.
265: Inv. No. 5202 = TS 3305, diam. 1.6 cm.
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vested in the same year, perhaps from the same 
field, and that irrigation technique has been used. 
This is based on the following observations and 
considerations: The single grains are of uniform 
shape, and most of them are middle-sized. Certain 
weeds common in “dry-farming“ fields are absent. 

The composition of weeds in the various samples is 
very uniform, and the only weed found in great 
quantity is rye-grass (lolium). A grain-field totally 
devoid of barley may only be obtained by irrigation 
technique.

Period L 3 (Layers 47-42)

The architectural remains

Layer 47 (fig. 20) was a grey to brown filling with 
patches of yellow clay. In the eastern part of the 
sounding was a wall running northnorthwest­
southsoutheast. One of the stones had a round con­
cavity on its upper face, and was probably the 
socket for a door pivot. Ajar (figs. 20 no. 1, 27:3)266 
was found standing in a pit dug through Layer 48. 
Its lower part rested on Layer 49, and its upper part 
was crushed by some stones. In the northeastern 
corner the ground sloped down from the wall to­
wards the corner, and here was found a lot of sherds 
belonging to one jar (figs. 20 no. 2, 27:17, 56:4)267. 
Sherds from the same jar were recognized earlier, in 
various depths down into Layer 51, where they 
were lying at the edge of a pit. It is supposed that 
the jar belongs to Layer 47, and was placed in a pit 
cutting through earlier layers. The section of the 
eastern sounding wall shows that Layers 48-50 are 
disturbed at this place. The sherds in Layer 47 were 
found at a lower level than the wall which partially 
covered them, and the jar may well have been 
crushed during construction of the wall.

The lower part of Layer 46 (figs. 22, 53:2) con­
sisted of grey to dark grey earth which contained 
the remains of three walls A, B, and C, all running 
north-south. Walls A and B were preserved in three 
courses, wall C in one. A fourth wall (D), also runn­

ing north-south and with at least two courses pre­
served, was placed at a higher level than the first 
three walls (fig. 23).

In the upper part of Layer 46 were seen some 
layers of grey, white, red and yellow ashes in the 
southeastern area, sloping down towards north and 
west. A pit in the northeastern corner was partly 
filled up with these ashes.

Layer 45 (fig. 24) consisted of various thin de­
posits of earth with dung, ashes and charcoal. In 
the western area was an irregular stone layer, and 
in the northeastern corner a pebble floor covered 
with white ashes.

The designation Layer 44 (fig. 25) was used on 
two features. The first one was a layer of very de­
cayed, crossing reeds and a big branch lying hori­
zontally in the southeastern area. The colours of 
this organic material were green, yellow and white. 
The second feature was a layer of sherds in the 
northern area, probably belonging to one very big 
and thickwalled jar268.

Layer 43 (figs. 25-26) consisted of brown earth. 
Covering the layer of sherds (Layer 44) in the 
northern excavation area was a horizontal layer of 
almost parallel thin reeds, in all respects very simi­
lar to the reed layer labelled Layer 44. Along the 
eastern sounding wall was a stone wall running 

266: Inv. No. 3880/1.
267: Inv. No. 6134 = TS 4058.

268: Inv. No. 3849/1.
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north-south, preserved in five courses at its highest 
point. On top of this wall was seen a layer of light 
brown to yellow clay containing oval to rectangu­
lar, somewhat irregular mudbricks. This layer was 
found only above the southernmost two thirds of 
the stone wall. Its western limit was clearly defined 
as a white line running north-south, probably re­
mains of plaster. The (plastered?) mudbricks may 
well have formed an upper part of wall 43, thus 
showing the use of mudbrick walls on stone founda­
tions. The two patches of reeds, the northern one as 
well as the southern one from Layer 44, are 
supposed to be fallen structures of light material, or 
rather parts of one structure built in connection 
with wall 43, and sheltering the big jar (Layer 44).

Above the northern layer of reeds was found a 
closely packed floor of big flat stones and some 
smaller ones. As most of this floor was resting on 
earth rising to about the top level of wall 43, it must 
be somewhat later than this wall, or at least later 
than its foundation. The floor may, however, have 
been laid at a time when wall 43 (stone foundation 
with mudbrick wall) was still in use, as is also 
supposed for the earth floor Layer 42 (see below).

In the northwestern corner the earth was yellow 
in a sharply defined area, corresponding to a wall in 
Layer 41, probably being a foundation trench.

Layer 42 (fig. 26) war a thin floor of grey earth, 

its area being restricted to the middle and southern 
excavation area. The eastern limit of this floor was 
well defined by the white line supposed to be plas­
tering of a mudbrick wall from Layer 43. Floor 42 is 
therefore supposed to have existed when Wall 43 
was still in use.

Period L 3 was characterized by a series of walls, 
all orientated north-south. At least two of the walls 
in Layer 46 (Walls A and B) had well marked faces 
towards west, indicating that they were not part of 
the same thick wall, though built at almost the 
same level, unless Wall B was built to strengthen 
Wall A.

The layers labelled 44-42 most probably be­
longed to one, rather short period. A mudbrick wall 
on stone foundation was the eastern limit of a court­
yard with a big jar under a shelter of wooden posts 
and reeds. The stone pavement Layer 43 and the 
earth floor Layer 42 were also related to Wall 43, 
but at a slightly later time than the reed shelter.

The type of wall, or foundation, with big stones 
used as facing on both sides and smaller stones in 
the wall interior is well represented in this period, 
see p.ex. Wall D in Layer 46. As this wall type was 
much older than Period L 2 at Tall Sükäs269, some 
of the walls of the earlier periods may have been 
similar, though it was not easily recognized.

The pottery

Matt White-Slipped. Ware
With one exception the clay is described as gritty as 
in the previous periods, and the white slip is usually 
a thick layer. The example of non gritty clay is a 
rimsherd from a jar of light reddish-brown clay 
with everted, slightly thickened rim (fig. 28: l)270 

269: Sukas III, fig. 179, Neolithic Period.
270: Inv. No. 3864/4.
271: Inv. No. 3854/1 = TS 6061.
272: Ehrich, pl. VII fig. IX left, White-Washed Ware.
273: OIP 61 1960, fig. 182:4 Well-Made Cooking-Pot Ware.

Another rimsherd shows everted neck and rim 
grooved on exterior (figs. 29:1, 56:5)271. A similar 
example is seen at Qal‘at ar-Rüs272 and in ‘Amuq 
F273. The type is also known from Palestine in Early 
Bronze Age II274. Quite similar rims were found in 
Layer 41 with brown slip275 and in Layer 35 with

274: Hennessy, pl. VI:65 from Jericho EB II. J. A. Callaway, 
The Early Bronze Age Sanctuary at Ai (et-Tell), London 
1972, fig. 37:25, EB II A, with white slip.

275: Inv. No. 3835/1 = TS 6083. 
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white slip276. A rimsherd from a necked jar with rim 
thickened on exterior (fig. 29:15)277 is similar to 
rims commonly found in Simple Ware.

One of the bottomsherds is a high ringfoot of buff 
gritty clay (fig. 27: l)278. The other (fig. 28:2)279 
shows rim, side and bottom of a low thick-walled 
bowl or pan (for making bread?)280.

Matt Light-Slipped, and Dark-Slipped Wares
The clays and the slip colour wary as in the previ­
ous period. The only form recorded is a rim from a 
big jar (fig. 28:3)281, similar to rims of Simple Ware 
(fig. 28:17)282, and of Slipped and Burnished Ware 
(fig. 28:5)283.

Painted Ware
A few examples of the Unslipped Painted Wares 
were still found. Of the seven examples of un­
classified painted sherds one is a fragment of a bowl 
(fig. 28:4)284 of coarse greyish-buff clay with black 
core, and with traces of matt reddish-brown paint.

Slipped and Burnished Wares
One example is of brown clay with brown slip, all 
the others being of light ware. The slip colours vary 
from pink to red and brown. A single example from 
Layer 42 of very coarse buff clay has mottled yellow 
to brown slip. Both vertical and horizontal burnish­
ing were noticed. There does not seem to be any 
change in this ware from the previous period.

The brown example (fig. 27:2)285 was a rimsherd 
from a bowl with slightly inturned rim. Cf. a frag­
ment of a similar but more open bowl from Layer 
54 (fig. 15:13). A rim from a big jar (fig. 28:5)286 is 

of the same type as fig. 28:3 in Matt Slipped Ware 
and fig. 28:17 in Simple Ware. Fragments from 
another big jar show very thickened rounded rim, 
no neck, and flat base (fig. 27:3)287. The original 
height is supposed to be about 50 cm. The slip is 
thin and irregular. A rim with sharp egdes on in­
terior is from ajar with wide mouth (fig. 27:4)288. It 
might be a variant of cooking pot type 2, but the 
clay is rather fine buff with red burnish on exterior 
and on the upper part of the rim289. A bottom frag­
ment shows ringfoot of moderate height (fig. 
27:5)290.

Mottled Ware
Several sherds of this ware appeared in Layer 47, 
and two sherds in Layers 46-45. The clay is fine- 
textured, sometimes porous, and light-coloured, the 
colours changing from whitish to light buff, light 
grey, light greenish, and usually with black core. 
One example differs by its brown colour. The clay 
is covered with slip which on the single sherds 
changes from red to brown, light yellow to dark 
brown, reddish-brown to black, red to black, pink 
to black, or even yellow to dark brown and black. 
Most of the sherds are burnished, a lesser part 
being matt slipped. A rimsherd from Layer 46 (fig. 
28:6)291 has been included in this group because of 
its clay, though it is neither slipped nor burnished.

Forms are rim of small narrow-necked jar (fig. 
27:6)292 and bottom of small jar with flat base (fig. 
29:2 ) 293. Both are polished on red to brown slip, and 
they may belong to the same type of small jar or 
bottle. Three rimsherds (fig. 27:7-9)294 are from 
necked jars of the same type as the cooking pots 

276: Inv. No. 3819/2.
277: Inv. No. 3844/1.
278: Inv. No. 3881/3.
279: Inv. No. 3856/3.
280: Callaway, op.cit., fig. 42:40, EB II A.
281: Inv. No. 3864/1.
282: Inv. No. 3863/1.
283: Inv. No. 3857/1.
284: Inv. No. 3856/2.
285: Inv. No. 3884/2.

286: Inv. No. 3857/1.
287: Inv. No. 3880/1.
288: Inv. No. 3877/1.
289: Cf. Tabära al-Akräd, Anatolian Studies 1 1951, fig. 6 jar 

rim g, Levels VII-V.
290: Inv. No. 3874/1 = TS 6073.
291: Inv. No. 3864/3.
292: Inv. No. 3870/2.
293: Inv. No. 3852/1.
294: Inv. Nos. 3870/1, 3871/5, 3875/1.
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with straight cut rim of Simple Ware (figs. 27:16, 
29:6)295. A single jar neck is everted, curved and 
with rounded rim (fig. 28:6)296.

The ware does not seem to be found at Qal‘at ar- 
Rüs, but the rim forms with straight cut lips were 
found in Red Cream Ware, in Unburnished Light 
Ware, and in the class of Cooking Pots297. They are 
also found in ‘Amuq Phase F in Chaff-Faced Red- 
Slipped and Burnished Ware, and in the Cooking 
Pot Wares of Phase G298. A few examples may be 
quoted from the River Qoueiq area299.

Burnished Unslipped Ware
If the single example in Layer 54 is excepted300, this 
ware began with Layer 47, though with only a few 
examples in Layers 47 and 43.

The clay colour is dark, from dark red to dark 
brown. The stripe burnish is noted as being vertical 
(fig. 29:16)301. The forms are: Bowl with plain rim 
and almost vertical side with a slight carination 
(fig. 29:17)302, necked jar with plain rim (fig. 
27:10)303, and jug or juglet (with root of handle?) 
(fig. 29:16)304. Only a very narrow neck was pre­
served of the last mentioned example.

Light Ware
This ware appeared with Layer 47, was rather com­
mon in Layers 47-43, and then became scarce. The 
clay is fine-textured, hard fired, and light coloured 
(whitish-buff, greenish-buff, yellow, light grey, pale 

red and reddish-buff, only one example being redd­
ish-brown). The wall thickness varies from 0.2 to 
0.4 cm, 0.3 cm being most usual. Three sidesherds 
from Layer 46 are covered on the exterior with a 
thin white, grey, or greenish matt slip (fig. 28:7)305. 
One of these examples and two others from Layer 
43306 are vertically scraped on exterior.

This ware is most probably identical with Type 
VIII C, Unburnished Light Ware at Qal'at ar-Rüs, 
which was found sparcely but regularly through 
Layers 18-8307. Thin-walled pottery was also found 
at ‘Amuq among the Plain Simple Ware, Reserved- 
Slip Ware, and Multiple-Brush Painted Ware in 
Phases G-H.

Small bowls with plain rim have either an almost 
vertical side (fig. 28:7)308 or a more open form (figs. 
28:8, 29:3)309. A fragment of a small neckless jar 
shows double-curved rim (fig. 27:11)310. This jar 
has exact parallels at Qal'at ar-Rüs and Hama311. A 
sidesherd shows two vertical coarse incisions (fig. 
28:9)312.

Simple Wares
The clays used for this group are very different, and 
except for the cooking pots 1 and 2 the clay is de­
scribed in connection with the single sherds. A very 
small group (three examples) of grain-washed 
sherds was noticed in Layer 46 (fig. 28:14, 16, 
18)313. They are made of different clays and belong 
to different jar forms.

295: Inv. Nos. 3874/10, 3850/8.
296: Inv. No. 3864/3. H. Kühne, Die Keramik vom Tell Chuë- 

ra, Berlin 1976, Abb. 40.
297: Ehrich, pl. VI fig. V: 17.1.2, pl. VII fig. VIII upper row no. 

7 from left, pl. VII fig. X.
298: OIP 61 1960, figs. 179:23, 229-231.
299: Qoueiq, nos. 902, 907, Phase G.
300: Inv. No. 3906/3.
301: Inv. No. 3845/1.
302: Inv. No. 3842/1.
303: Inv. No. 3884/1.
304: Inv. No. 3845/1.
305: Inv. No. 3866/1.
306: Inv. No. 3862/2.

307: Ehrich, 23-24.
308: Inv. No. 3866/1. Cf. OIP 61 1960, fig. 208:1 Phase G, Plain 

Simple Ware.
309: Inv. Nos. 3867/7, 3859/1 = TS 6067. Cf. OIP 61 1960, fig. 

204:1 Phase G, Plain Simple Ware.
310: Inv. No. 3870/3 = TS 6011.
311 : Ehrich, pl. VII fig. VIII:15.1. Hama I, pl. L.2, Period K 7- 

5.
312: Inv. No. 3863/3. Cf. Ugaritica IV, 448 fig. 38 C, Niveau 

III A 1, which is however of another ware. H. Kühne, Die 
Keramik vom Tell Chuëra, Berlin 1976, Taf. 39:7, Geritzte 
Ninive-5-Ware.

313: Inv. Nos. 3867/9, 3864/5, 3857/2.
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A single bowl fragment of brown gritty clay 
shows slightly everted bead rim (fig. 28:10)314. A 
fragment from a bowl with corrugation on exterior 
is of very hard fired gritty red clay (fig. 29:18)313. 
The rim is thickened on exterior. This sherd shows 
a form known in the Tell Chuèra corrugated 
Metallic Ware316.

The ware of cooking pot type 1 is the same as in 
the previous periods, and so are most of the forms 
(figs. 27:12, 28:1 1, 56:3)317. Two examples show 
even thickness of neck and body, and a sharp angle 
at the transition from body to neck (fig. 27:13)318. 
Both have an diameter bigger than usual (28 and 30 
cm). An incised cross is seen on the shoulder of fig. 
56:3. No examples was found above Layer 45. Also 
cooking pot type 2 shows the same ware and forms 
as in the previous periods (figs. 27:14-15, 28:12, 
29:4, 19)319.

An almost complete jar of reddish clay had 
everted rim and flat base (figs. 27:17, 56:4)320. The 
rim type was also found in Layer 51 (fig. 21:18). It 
is parallelled in ‘Amuq G321.

In Layer 47 appeared a type of jar with everted, 
more or less concave neck and straight-cut lip. 
Most of the examples are of reddish-brown, brown 
or dark brown clay, some with large grits (figs. 
27:16, 29:5-6)322. The rim form is similar to that of 
three rims of Mottled Ware, all from Layer 47 (fig. 
27:7-9). A grooved rim (fig. 29:20) may belong to 

this group. These jars may also be labelled cooking 
pots because of their similarity to Phase G cooking 
pots at ‘Amuq323. The form is also seen at Qal‘at er- 
Rüs in Layers 14-12324, and in Hama K 7-5, J 6-5325.

In Layer 46 began a series of rimsherds from 
necked jars with rims thickened on exterior (figs. 
28:13, 29:7-9)326. This form seems to be most com­
mon in Layers 46 and 45, only one example being 
recorded in each of the Layers 44, 43, 41, 40 and 35, 
and two examples in Layer 31. The clay colour may 
be light brown to grey or buff, but usually it is gritty 
red or reddish-brown with black core and wet- 
smoothed surface. The neck may be vertical or con­
cave. The rim form is known at ‘Amuq during the 
Phases E-J, and is represented in various wares327. 
It is also seen at Qal‘at ar-Rüs as Cooking Pot 
Ware328, and at Habuba Kabira Level 6329. Jars 
with the same rim seem to be common at Hama 
from K9-8 to J 2330, and they are known from the 
River Qoueiq area331.

Another thickened and everted rim type is from a 
jar of very gritty reddish-brown clay with black core 
and wet-smoothed surface (fig. 27:18)332. It is paral­
leled in ‘Afiiuq G333. Other rims are similar but 
more vertical, one of whitish-grey clay with black 
core and grain-washed surface, another of reddish- 
brown gritty clay with dark core and wet-smoothed 
surface (figs. 28:14, 29:10)334.

A rim and shoulder of dark brown clay (fig.

314: Inv. No. 3866/3.
315: Inv. No. 3843/1.
316: H. Kühne, op.cit. Abb. 9.
317: Inv. Nos. 3879/1 = TS 6064, 3877/2, 3862/6.
318: Inv. No. 3881/1.
319: Inv. Nos. 3884/3, 3877/4, 3862/3, 3851/3, 3842/3.
320: Inv. No. 6134/1 = TS 4058.
321: OIP 61 1960, fig. 228:1 pl. 26:1, Third Cooking-Pot Ware. 
322: Inv. Nos. 3874/10, 3851/4, 3850/8.
323: OIP 61 1960, figs. 228:3, 230:3, 232:2, First, Second and 

Fourth Cooking-Pot Wares. Some of the cooking-pot wares 
of Phase G appeared also in Phase H though restricted 
almost entirely to the earliest two floors, p. 358.

324: Ehrich, pl. VII fig. X:12.3, 14.1, 14.6, Cooking Pot Ware. 
325: Cf. Hama I, pl. L: 1, Hama II 1, fig. 65:3 F 938 (Hama J 6), 

fig. 74:3 J 103 (HamaJ 5). MDOG 106 1974, 28 fig. 44, Tell 
Munbaqa H 6/H 7, “HamaJ 4 und älter“.

326: Inv. Nos. 3862/4, 3851/2, 3853/2, 3854/2.
327: OIP 61 1960, figs. 145, 176, 179, 181, 211, 231, 269, 273, 

312, 336.
328: Ehrich, pl. VII fig. X:12.4.
329: MDOG 103 1971, 22 fig. 8:10.
330: Hama I, pls. XL:12, XLI:6 (Period K 9-8), XLVL5, 

XLVIE2, LI:3 (Period K 7-5), LVIII:6, 7 (Period K 5-3), 
LXIIE1-3 (Period K 3-2). Hama II 1, fig. 98:3 K 366.

331: Qoueiq, nos 786, 787, 811, 812, Phase F.
332: Inv. No. 3883/5.
333: OIP 61 1960, fig. 207:2 Plain Simple Ware.
334: Inv. Nos. 3867/9, 3850/6.
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29:21 )335 shows almost horizontal shoulder, vertical 
short neck, and sharply everted rim. It may belong 
to a jar like the high-shouldered jars from ‘Amuq 
which are characteristic of the Phase H sortings 
alone336.

Some rims are plain, with almost vertical neck, of 
gritty brown clay with black core and wet- 
smoothed surface (figs. 27:19, 29:1 1)337, or with 
everted neck (figs. 28:15, 29:12)338 of gritty red or 
dark brown clay with black core and wet-smoothed 
surface. The everted rims are similar to rims of 
cooking pots type 1, but bigger. A few very thick­
walled jars were represented in Layer 46, one of 
very gritty buff clay with black core and grain- 
washed surface (fig. 28:16)339, another of very fine

Small finds other

Four denticulates (sickle blades) were recorded. 
One of them is of lustrous brown, somewhat patin- 
ated flint (fig. 28:19)346. Rather coarse flat retouche 
is seen on part of the upper face, and fine denticula- 
tion along both edges, though not in their full 
length. Another example (fig. 28:20)347 of light 
brown, somewhat patinated flint is of the Canaa- 
nean blade type. Two parallel ridges are seen on the 
upper face, one edge is finely denticulated, the other 
notched by use. Two scrapers made on flint flakes 
came from Layers 47 and 45348. A blade and three 
chips of obsidian were found in Layers 47, 45 and 
43.

Beyond fragments of basalt grinding stones and 
various percussion stones were found a ring-shaped 

buff hard fired clay (fig. 28:17)340. A rim from a 
neckless jar is of reddish-pink very coarse gritty clay 
(fig. 29:24)341. Fragments from a big storage jar are 
of very coarse pinkish clay with wet-smoothed sur­
face342. Rim and bottom are not preserved. Shoul­
der-diameter ca. 66 cm, preserved height ca 60 cm.

Bottomsherds show flat base, one probably from 
ajar with rounded body (fig. 29:13)343 of buff gritty 
clay, others are from jars with more steep side (fig. 
29:14,22)344. These bottoms remind the “Syrian 
jug“ type which became more common in the 
following period L 2. The very thick bottomsherds 
are of reddish brown clay with big particles, black 
core and grain-washed exterior (fig. 28:18)345.

than pottery

carnelian bead (fig. 29:23)349 and a button seal of 
steatite (fig. 59:13)350. Its trapezoid base is covered 
with incised crossing lines, its upper part has a per­
forated ridge (cf. the similar seal fig. 59:8).

One of the three copper fragments from Layer 46 
seemed to be from a ring. Pierced discs made from 
potsherds came from Layers 47 and 46. A small 
ring bead from layer 46 is made of blue frit351. Bone 
awls came from Layers 46 and 42 (fig. 59:14-15)352. 
A small bone fragment is polished and decorated 
with incised lines on exterior (fig. 59:16)353. It is 
probably from a decorated tube as known from Ras 
Samra354, from ‘Amuq G-H355,. and also from 
Qal‘at ar-Rüs356.

335: Inv. No. 3842/2.
336: OIP 61 1960, fig. 352:18-20 Plain Simple Ware.
337: Inv. Nos. 3876/1, 3852/1.
338: Inv. Nos. 3867/3, 3851/7.
339: Inv. No. 3857/2.
340: Inv. No. 3863/1.
341: Inv. No. 3841/1.
342: Inv. No. 3849/1.
343: Inv. No. 3851/1.
344: Inv. Nos. 3850/4 of brown clay, 3845/2 of red to brown 

clay. Cf. Ehrich, pl. VII fig. X lower row left, Cooking Pot 
Ware.

345: Inv. No. 3864/5.

346: Inv. No. 6368/1 = TS 4297.
347: Inv. No. 6367/1 = TS 4296.
348: Inv. Nos. 6444/1, 6456/6.
349: Inv. No. 6369/1 = TS 4299, diam. 0.7 cm.
350: Inv. No. 6010/1 = TS 4003, 3.4 X 1.9 cm, H. 1.6 cm. 

Published in Sükäs VII 85 no. 520.
351: Inv. No. 5193 = TS 3300, diam. 0.45 cm.
352: Inv. Nos. 5191 = TS 3299, 5194 = TS 3301, L. 6.1 and 9.5 

cm.
353: Inv. No. 5187 = TS 3295, 4.1 X 2.8 cm.
354: Ugaritica IV, 207 fig. 18, Early Bronze Age.
355: OIP 61 1960, pl. 76:1, fig. 300.
356: Ehrich, 127 fig. 3, Layer 8.



HfS 14 33

Period L 2 (Layers 41-33)

The architectural remains

Layer 41 (figs. 30, 53:3) consisted of grey to brown 
earth or clay with some charcoal. Two parallel walls 
running east-west were both preserved in four 
courses, wall 41 A along the southern sounding wall, 
and wall 41 B just north of wall 41 A. The top course 
of wall 41 B was only preserved towards east where it 
was almost level with the top course of wall 41 A. A 
narrow space filled with coarse earth was found 
between the top courses of the two walls, while their 
lower courses joined each other. Remains of a third 
wall, 41 C running north-south was seen in the 
northwestern corner where it, together with wall 41 
B may have formed a corner of a room. A rather 
thin layer of yellow clay or clayish earth was found 
in the uppermost part of Layer 4L Above wall 41 C 
was a fragmentary jar (fig. 35:4)357.

Layer 40 (figs. 31, 53:4) was a destruction layer. 
In the southern area a wall was running east-west, 
with only one course preserved. The filling among 
the stones was loose earth and yellow clay which 
marked the wall clearly from the earth filling south 
of it. At the southern sounding wall was a big stone, 
resting on a foundation of smaller stones.

North of the wall was a thick layer of crushed 
pottery, covered with a rather uneven layer of red- 
burnt earth with charcoal and white ashes. Along 
the northern edge of the east-west going wall was a 
rather broad band of charcoal with some car­
bonized fragments of wooden posts. Similar frag­
ments were found in the northwestern corner of the 
sounding (Layer 38, fig. 54:2)358.

The great amount of more or less complete ves­
sels and the carbonized wooden fragments prove 

that this area was not a usual refuse area, but a 
room in a building destroyed by fire.

The sherds were usually found in groups, each 
group containing sherds belonging to one or more 
vessels, but sherds belonging to one vessel were also 
scattered over a rather big area, e.g. No. 4 on fig. 
31. The pottery Nos. 1-2 and the wooden fragments 
in the northwestern corner was ascribed to Layer 
38, and this designation has been retained though 
Layer 38 was later shown to be part of Layer 40.

The sherd groups in Layer 38 (Nos. 1-2) and in 
Layer 40 (Nos. 2-16) were: No. 1 jug (figs. 36:8, 
56:7), No. 2 jug (fig. 36:2), No. 3 neck (fig. 37:8), 
No. 4 jar (figs. 37:10; 57:4), No. 5 bowl (fig. 37:2), 
No. 6 jar (fig. 56:8), No. 7 jug (fig. 37:12), No. 8 jug 
(figs. 36:7, 56:6), No. 9 jar (figs. 37:1, 57:1), No 10 
rim (fig. 37:4), No. 11 jar (fig. 37:5), No. 12 bowl 
(figs. 36:5, 57:2), No. 13 bowl (fig. 36:6), No. 14 rim 
(fig. 37:6), No. 15 rim (figs. 37:3, 57:3), No. 16 
fragment of mortar (fig. 37:14)359.

A wall built directly on Layer 40 was the earliest 
of a series of east-west going walls placed on top of 
each other (fig. 32). Most probably each of the 
upper walls was built as a heightening of the previ­
ous one which had been more or less buried in 
rubbish as time went on. The earliest phase of the 
wall ( 1 st phase on the east and west sections on pls. 
3 and 1) was preserved in four courses, up till about 
level 12.80. Its southern side had been plastered, 
remains of plaster being found from about the level 
of Layer 35 down to the bottom of the wall. To­
wards east was only seen a single layer of white 
plaster, while the western part of the wall showed

357: Inv. No. 8415 = TS 4749.
358: Radiocarbon 15 1973, 108 (K-1127 and K-1126): 2300 ±

120 B.C., and 2310 ± 120 B.C.
359: Inv. Nos. 6136/1 = TS 4060, 6230 = TS 4125, 9009 = TS 

6012, 6135 = TS 4059, 3999, 4542 = TS 2534, 4566 = TS 
2557, 6224/1 = TS 4118, 6170/1 = TS 4078, 9007/1, 3834/ 
1, 6227/1 = TS 4121,6227/2 = TS 4122, 3828/1 = TS 6077, 
3828/2 = TS 6075, 3995. 
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more details: a layer of grey filling covered with a 2 
cm thick layer of clay (burnt red and black), which 
again was covered with a very thin layer of chalky 
plaster. In a small area were found two white 
layers, indicating re-plastering of the wall. The 
burnt clay behind the white plaster must be due to 
one of the fires in this area, either in Layer 39 or in 
Layer 35. The earliest phase of the wall was certain­
ly later than Layer 40, and it was older than or 
contemporary with the lowest deposits of Layers 39 
and 37.

The lowermost layers accumulated against the 
wall were Layer. 39 south of the wall, and Layer 37 
north of it (Layer 38 is described in connection with 
Layer 40, see above).

Layer 39 (fig. 54:1) contained carbonized planks 
and other wooden fragments, most of them lying 
horizontally east-west, one of them north-south, and 
a few northwest-southeast360. A single plank lying 
southwest-northeast had top level 12.40 at the west­
ern sounding wall, thus reaching well up into Layer 
35. Some of the planks continued outside the excava­
tion area. Most of the wooden fragments were flat, 
but the north-south lying plank had oval section. 
The plank reaching up in Layer 35 had rounded 
sides and flattened surface with a long groove.

Layer 37 consisted of dark grey earth. A wall (?) 
preserved in two courses was built directly and at 
right angles to the east-west going wall. It was con­
temporary with this wall, its two courses being level 
with the lower course of the wall. It seemed to con­
tinue northwards outside the excavation area. In 
the northwestern corner were some patches of 
yellow clay, and in the northeastern corner was 
seen an area with black-burnt earth and clay run­
ning directly to the lowest course of the east-west 
going wall. A stone mortar361 was found in the 
corner between the east-west going and the north­
south going walls.

Layer 36 (fig. 33) north of the east-west going 
wall was a thin layer of yellow clay sloping down 
from the northern side of the wall towards north 
and east, without reaching the east corner where 
Layer 37 was still seen.

Layer 35 (fig. 33) south of the wall was a clayish 
filling with concentrations of charcoal362. In the up­
permost levels of the western part of this area were 
also seen some burnt spots consisting of a centre of 
white to grey vitrified clay, encircled by red and 
brownish-black burnt earth. No charcoal was con­
nected with these spots. At the same level was seen 
a thin layer of chalky earth running as an irregular 
band along the southern side of the wall. If it is not 
the remains of a floor, it may be plaster fallen from 
the wall.

Layer 34 was found north of the east-west going 
wall, Layer 33 south of it (fig. 34). Both layers com­
prized a series of thin layers of grey earth and 
yellow to brown clay with charcoal, probably repre­
senting different floors. The layers on both sides of 
the wall seemed to correspond to each other.

In the southeastern corner Layer 33 contained a 
very thin layer of decayed reeds or branches (Layer 
33 A)363. Individual reeds as well as bundles of 
reeds were observed, orientated north-south and 
sloping slightly down towards south. The width of 
the reeds or branches varied from one half to four 
cm, and the colour varied from white to grey and 
black, grey being the predominant colour.

Period L 2 did not differ architecturally from the 
preceding period. All the walls were directed east­
west, thus following the same pattern north-south 
and east-west as in Period L 3. In Layer 41 was 
another example of two walls built very close to 
each other (compare Layer 46), in this case both 
facing north.

The east-west going wall built above Layer 40 
seems to have formed the northern limit of a co-

360: Radiocarbon 15 1973, 108 (K-1124 and K-1128): 2340 ±
120 B.C. and 2270 ± 120 B.C.

361 : Inv. No. 3991.

362: Radiocarbon 15 1973, 108 (K-1125): 2370 ± 120 B.C.
363: Radiocarbon 15 1973, 108 (K-1123): 2320 ± 120 B.C. 
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vered room with plastered walls. The wooden frag­
ments (Layer 39) are most probably the remains of 
a roof which fell down during a fire. The reeds 
(Layer 33 A) may be from a later roof. The wall or 
pavement in Layer 37 found at right angles to the 
east-west going wall may continue into the northern 

sounding wall, but it looks rather like a short east­
west going wall with big facing stones. If this is so, 
the two parallel walls are yet another example of 
double walls. As only two courses were preserved of 
the short wall, it may, however, quite as well have 
been a pavement or a bench.

The pottery

Matt Slipped Wares
A fragment of a small bowl with slightly everted rim 
and flattened bottom is pierced in the side (fig. 
38:3)364. The clay is buff with greenish slip. Another 
rimsherd (fig. 38:10)365 is said to be of the same 
ware as fig. 29:1 from Layer 45, i.e. coarse, gritty 
and straw-tempered greyish-brown clay with matt 
white slip. Also the rim form is the same, and so is 
that of a rim of reddish-brown clay with black core 
and brown slip (fig. 35:l)366. Dark brown slip is 
seen on a rim from a storage jar of gritty greyish- 
brown clay (fig. 38:4)367, and on ajar form usually 
found in Simple Ware, and beginning with Layer 
41 (fig. 35:2)368. A rimsherd from ajar with everted 
undercut rim (fig. 35:3)369 was of brown very gritty 
clay covered with dark red slip.

The continuous occurrence of Matt Slipped 
Wares came to an end with Layer 40, as was also 
the case with Slipped and Burnished Wares.

Slipped and Burnished Pfarø
These wares are continuations from the previous 
periods, and they seem to end with Layer 40 despite 
the example in each of the Layers 35 and 28.

The fabric is easily divided into a group of light 
coloured clay (fine light buff, yellow, light greyish- 

brown and creamy white) and another group of 
dark coloured clay (red to dark red or brown, usual­
ly gritty). Slip colours are pink, red and reddish- 
brown, and two sherds from Layer 40 have buff to 
yellow and reddish-yellow slip respectively. A 
shouldersherd from Layer 41 is burnished in net 
pattern, and vertical burnish is quoted for 
sidesherds.

Bowl rims are represented by three different 
forms. One is from a low open bowl with sharp rim 
and flat base (fig. 36:1 )370, another is a fragment of a 
carinated bowl (fig. 38:1 1)371, a form which is more 
usually found with Burnished Unslipped Ware (see 
below). Both are of Burnished and Slipped Light 
Ware. The third bowl fragment is of Slipped and 
Burnished Dark Ware (fig. 38:5)372. It is of brown 
clay with horizontally burnished brown slip on both 
sides. The rim is thickened on interior, and the side 
curve indicates a very low bowl or platter like those 
common in ‘Amuq Phases Middle to Late G and 
H373.

A fragmentary jar of gritty greyish-brown clay 
with vertically burnished reddish slip (Slipped and 
Burnished Light Ware) has flat base and root of a 
handle on the shoulder (fig. 35:4)374. Though rim 
and neck are missing the form seems similar to that 

364: Inv. No. 3993/1.
365: Inv. No. 3819/2.
366: Inv. No. 3835/1 = TS 6083.
367: Inv. No. 9004/1.
368: Inv. No. 3997/1.
369: Inv. No. 9005/2.
370: Inv. No. 3833/1.

371: Inv. No. 3819/1 = TS 6078.
372: Inv. No. 9003/1.
373: OIP 61 1960, fig. 202:1 Plain Simple Ware, fig. 216 Simple 

Ware with Orange-Brown Slip and Burnish, fig. 269:8 
Plain Simple Ware, fig. 272:2 Simple Ware with Orange- 
Brown Slip and Burnish.

374: Inv. No. 8515 = TS 4749.
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of a red-slipped jar from Tall al-Far ‘a (N), dated 
EB II in Palestine3 ’. A fragmentary jug of the “Sy­
rian jug“ type is of a gritty greyish-red clay with 
vertically burnished reddish slip (fig. 36.2)376. The 
rim is everted, the neck is narrowing upwards, and 
the handle is attached to shoulder and neck. 
Though the bottom is missing, this jug with its 
neck-handle and rather bulging body seems very 
close to a stump base jug from Palestine EB III377. 
A shoulder-sherd with part of a vertical handle 
from a similar jug was found in Layer 41.

Three bottomsherds from jars show flat base 
(figs. 35:5, 36:3-4)378. All three are vertically bur­
nished. The bottom-sherds and the jug fragments 
are of Slipped and Burnished Dark Ware.

Burnished Unslipped Ware
Though a few examples were found in previous 
periods (one in Layer 54, two in each of the Layers 
47 and 43), this ware did not seem to be common 
until Layer 40, above which the Slipped and Bur­
nished Wares almost ceased to occur. Very few ex­
amples of Burnished Unslipped Ware were found in 
layers above 33, and not continuously. But it is 
hardly possible to deduce anything from the occurr­
ence above Layer 33, because these layers did not 
yield much material at all.

A shift in clay colours was noticed with Layer 33. 
Below this layer the often gritty ware was usually 
dark, the colour ranging from greyisk-buff to red, 
dark red and brown, in fact being very similar to 
the Slipped and Burnished Dark Ware. In Layers 
33-21 the clay is, with one exception, described as 
red, and only in one case as gritty red.

Vertical or horizontal burnish was recorded for 

Layers 43, 39, 38, 37, 33 and 27, while net pattern 
burnish seems to be confined to Layers 28, 27/25, 
26 and 2 1 379.

One of the bowl types is a carinated bowl or dish 
with inverted rim and flat base (figs. 36:5-6, 38:1, 
15, 57:2)380. This form is known from Qal ‘at ar-Rüs 
from Layer 13 upwards381, from Räs Samra niveau 
III A l382, and from ‘Amuq G-H383, from the River 
Qoueiq area 384, and from Hama K 3-1385. The form 
was also found with Slipped and Burnished Light 
Ware (fig. 38:11) and with the Simple Ware (fig. 
37:2). A platter or pan had flat bottom and straight 
everted side (fig. 38:16)386.

Among the jar forms are two almost complete 
jugs of the “Syrian jug“ type (figs. 36:7-8, 56:6-7)387. 
The first is of brownish vertically burnished clay 
with numerous dark and white particles, the 
other188 is of reddish clay, also with numerous par­
ticles and with traces of burnish. Both have narrow, 
almost cylindrical neck, the lower part of the body 
is very slightly concave, and the base is flat. On 
both jugs a vertical handle has been attached to the 
shoulder. The rim of the jug from Layer 40 was 
partly preserved, and as neck-attachment of the 
handle is not observed, it has most probably been 
attached to the rim. The upper handle attachment 
(to rim or neck) on the jug from Layer 38 is un­
known.

A neck fragment from a similar jug came from 
Layer 43, and on top of the east-west going wall was 
found a narrow base (stump base) of another jug 
(fig. 38:6)389. Jugs of similar type were also found 
with Slipped and Burnished Dark Ware and with 
Simple Ware.

The almost cylindrical necks are paralleled at

375: Amiran, pl. 15:17.
376: Inv. No. 6230/1-5 = TS 4125.
377: Amiran, 75 photo 75.
378: Inv. Nos. 9005/1, 3827/1, 3829/1.
379: Cf. Ehrich, pl. XV fig. XI, Stone Ware Type A X 1.
380: Inv. Nos. 6227/1-2 = TS 4121-4122, 3825/2, 3814/2.
381: Ehrich, pl. VIII fig. XI, Stone Ware.
382: Ugaritica VI, 78 fig. 20:1-6.
383: OIP 61 1960, figs. 205:6, 269:4, 270:5-6, 271:2, Plain Sim­

ple Ware.
384: Qoueiq, nos. 930, 937, Phase H.
385: Hama I, pls. LXIL3 (Period K 3-2), LXV:1, 3 (Period K 

1).
386: Inv. No. 3813/1.
387: Inv. Nos. 6224/1 = TS 4118 (Layer 40), 6136/1 = TS 4060 

(Layer 38).
388: Published in AASyr 11 1961, 136-137 and fig. 5.
389: Inv. No. 6225 = TS 4119.
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Qal ‘at ar-Rüs in Layers 10-5, but of the bases only 
the stump base with concave side seems to be found 
at that site390. Among the “Syrian jugs“ from 
Phases G and H at ‘Amuq no example shows the 
distinct transition from body to neck as seen on the 
Sükäs jugs, but the ‘Amuq bases may be compared 
with the various Sükäs bases391. A single example is 
mentioned from Räs Samra niveau III A 2 in con­
nection with pottery series 7392. Among the various 
jug forms found in Layer 40, the jugs with neck 
handle are dated in Palestine to the second half of 
EB II and later393. Stump bases which in Palestine 
begin in EB II are said to be predominant in EB 
III394.

Other jar types are shown by rims very similar to 
cooking pot type 1 of Simple Ware and by a rim 
with slightly profiling on the exterior, of brown grit­
ty clay (fig. 38:12)395. The last one is probably from 
a jar like the cooking pots in ‘Amuq I-J396. An al­
most complete jar of brownish clay has flaring rim, 
flat base and two vertical handles at about half 
height of the body (figs. 37:1, 57: l)397. Jars with 
handles at about mid-height are well known from 
Palestine in EB II-III398. At Tall Sükäs this rim 
form is also found with Simple Ware (figs. 35:8, 
37:5-6).

Combed Ware
The range of this ware was Layers 41-21, with a 
single example in Layer 56.

A few examples are light-coloured (buff and 
creamy buff in Layer 41, pale red in Layer 35), all 
the others are dark-coloured (from red to dark red, 
dark brown or greyish-brown). A few sherds are 

390: Ehrich, pl. VIII fig. XI, Stone Ware.
391: OIP 61 1960, Phase G: fig. 209:7, 211:12-15 Plain Simple 

Ware, fig. 217:3-5 Simple Ware with Orange-Brown Slip 
and Burnish. Phase H: fig. 269:24-26 Plain Simple Ware, 
fig. 288 Metallic Ware.

392: Ugaritica VI, 71 fig. 15:5.
393: R. Amiran, The date of the end of the EB II city of Arad, in 

IEJ 28 1978, 182-184. Amiran, 62.
394: Amiran, 62 pl. 17:13 EB II, and pl. 20:13 EB III.
395: Inv. No. 3818/1.

matt slipped. One example from Layer 40 shows 
brownish-grey slip, another from the wall belonging 
to Layer 34 is covered with a thick grey slip. Slip­
ped and combed ware was also noticed at Qal'at ar- 
Rüs399. The ware contains more or less white grits. 
Phe pottery is hand-made and usually hard fired.

Only one kind of combing is found: pattern com­
bing consisting of bands of horizontal lines alternat­
ing with bands of short vertical or oblique lines, for 
the most part as combinations of superimposed li­
nes (fig. Sürô)400. The file descriptions being very 
short, it is impossible to be sure of the earliest 
occurrence of the other known kind of combing, 
consisting exclusively of horizontal lines, which at 
Qal'at ar-Rüs continued into the Middle Bronze 
Age levels401. The earliest example quoted at Tall 
Sükäs is in Layer 28 (fig. 50:6).

The combing on the sherd from Layer 56 (fig. 
H^ô)402, differs from the usual in Layers 41-21 in 
being arranged as a herringbone pattern, and in 
being deeply incised. As this pattern is also seen at 
Qal'at ar-Rüs403, the sherd may well be considered 
intrusive from one of the Layers 41-21, most prob­
ably fallen down from the sounding wall.

The only form indicated is a jar with flat base 
(fig. Sä^)404. A single handle is mentioned from 
Layer 41. A rimshape is described in chapter V405.

Simple Wares
The clay colour is usually dark, ranging from red to 
tile-red, reddish-brown, brown and dark brown. An 
example of buff clay was found in each of the Layers
40 and 35, two examples of pale red colour in Layer
41 and in Layer 34. The greatest part of the pottery

396: OIP 61 1960, figs. 308:10, 333:5.
397: Inv. No. 6170/1 = TS 4078.
398: Amiran, pls. 16:3, 21:5.
399: Ehrich, 30.
400: Inv. No. 3837/1.
401: Ehrich, 33.
402: Inv. No. 3916/4.
403: Ehrich, pl. XVI fig. XII.
404: Inv. No. 3837/1.
405: Inv. No. 8585 = TS 4820 (figs. 51:7, 58:3). 
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is gritty. It seems that the firing is better in this 
period than in the earlier, as black or dark core is 
quoted only for a lesser part of the material.

A rimsherd from a bowl of brown clay shows 
rounded side and plain rim (fig. 38:7)406, another of 
red clay is from a dish (fig. ßfl^)407. An example of 
the carinated bowl type which was more usual in 
the burnished wares was found in Layer 40 (fig. 
37:2)408. It is of dark red clay with white particles. A 
more closed form of gritty red clay (fig. 38:2)4I<I has 
parallels at Qafat ar-Rüs410. A fragment from a 
small very thin-walled bowl of reddish-brown clay 
has plain everted rim (fig. 38:8)411. The bottom 
seems rather horizontal, but is not flat, and as its 
central part is missing, the bowl may well have had 
a ringfoot. Some thin-walled cups said to be pecu­
liar to ‘Amuq Phase H sortings are very similar, 
though they are higher in proportion to their 
diameters412. The ‘Amuq cups are suggested to be 
imitations of a Red-Black Burnished Ware form413. 
Another fragment is from a bowl of coarse red clay 
with black core and wet-smoothed surface (fig. 
35:7)414. The rather tall rim is everted, the side 
rounded.

A single example of cooking pot type 2 was found 
in Layer 40 as a survival from the previous 
period415, and some examples of the cooking pots 
with straight cut lips were also found (figs. 37:3-4, 
57:3)416. Two of the rims (fig. 37:3)417 show a thick­
ening on the interior418. A small group of fragments 
seem to belong to one type ofjar, with plain everted 
rim, no neck, and bulging body (figs. 35:8, 37:5- 

6)4 . The clay is gritty dark brown, red to brown or 
leatherbrown. These jars may also be considered 
cooking pots. The rim form reminds some of the 
rims of cooking pot type 1 which was still common 
in Layer 46. But as there apparently is a gap in its 
occurrence between Layers 46 and 41, a develop­
ment from type 1 is not clear. Quite similar rims 
were found in Räs Samra niveau III A 142°. A rim 
with slight undercutting may belong to the same 
group (fig. 37:7)421.

Some jars are probably of the “Syrian jug“ type 
as illustrated by a neck with part of a vertical hand­
le, of tile-red gritty clay (fig. 37:8)422, and by a 
bottom with flat base and steep side (fig. 37:9)423 of 
dark red clay.

The jar rim with thickening on exterior which 
was common in the previous period, was represent-* 
ed by a few examples (figs. 35:9, 37:10, 38:13, 
57:4)424. The clay is gritty dark brown, gritty red­
dish or gritty red respectively. Of these examples 
fig. 37:10 seems to belong to a greater jar than the 
others, as indicated by its wall thickness. This ex­
ample is an almost complete jar with convex side 
and flat base. Its form is very similar to jars from 
Palestine EB II’25. Other great jars, probably stor­
agejars, are represented by a rim fragment showing 
thickened everted rim, but no neck (fig. 35:10)426.

A rim form not met with in the previous period is 
the very splayed rim with plain lip (figs. 35:11, 
37:1 1)427. To this category may be reckoned a flat­
based jug with tall, almost vertical neck (fig. 
37:12)428. A fragment of a vertical handle is re-

406: Inv. No. 9004/3.
407: Inv. No. 3821/1.
408: Inv. No. 3999.
409: Inv. No. 3825/1.
410: Ehrich, pl. VIII fig. XI.8.8, Stone Ware.
411: Inv. No. 9003/2.
412: OIP 61 1960, figs. 269:9-10, 271:2 Plain Simple Ware.
413: OIP 61 1960, 352.
414: Inv. No. 3839/1.
415: Inv. Nos. 3845/4, 3842/3.
416: Inv. Nos. 3828/2 = TS 6075, 9007/1.
417: Inv. Nos. 3828/2 = TS 6075.

418: OIP 61 1960, fig. 232:2 Phase G.
419: Inv. Nos. 3837/2, 3834/1, 3828/1 = TS 6077.
420: Ugaritica VI, 79 fig. 21:3-4, 81 fig. 22:3 poterie série 3 c.
421: Inv. No. 3829/3.
422: Inv. No. 9009 = TS 6012.
423: Inv. No. 3827/3.
424: Inv. Nos. 3837/4, 6135 = TS 4059, 3819/3.
425: Amiran, pl. 16:7-8 from Tall al-Far‘a (N).
426: Inv. No. 3835/2.
427: Inv. Nos. 3835/4, 3829/2.
428: Inv. No. 4566 = TS 2557. 
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corded, but not its placement on the jug. Except for 
the handle, this jar form its similar to one from 
Hama J 5429. Though reckoned as jar-rims, it 
cannot be excluded that some of the splayed rims 
belong to potstands like some from Räs Samra 
Niveau III A l430. The clay is gritty pale red, gritty 
dark reddish-brown, dark brown and very fine buff 
respectively.

Of the remaining jar fragments a rim of gritty 
dark brown clay has a thickening on the exterior 
and no neck (fig. 35:12)431. It comes very close to 
some of the grooved-rim jars from ‘Amuq G-H432.

Small finds otl

A flint denticulate with one working edge came 
from Layer 41438, and a flint projectile point with 
triangular section from Layer 35. Among the un­
worked blades was one of greyish-buff, very patin­

Similar rims are seen in Hama J 7-5433. A fragment 
of a small jar of gritty, very hard fired red clay 
shows everted rim (fig. 35:13)434. A very fragmen­
tary jar of coarse brown clay (fig. 56:8)435 has plain 
slightly everted rim, vertical concave neck and flat 
base. Two vertical handles are attached to the 
upper part of the body. A rim of very hard fired 
gritty red clay (fig. 38:14)436 has everted rim with 
vertical outer side. It may belong to a narrowneck­
ed jar. A sidesherd with a small knob handle is of 
hard fired brown clay (fig. 37:13)437.

than pottery

ated flint of the Canaanean blade type (fig. 
35:14)439. Two basalt mortars were found in Layers 
40 and 36 (fig. 37:14)44°.

Period L 1 (Layers 32-20)

The architectural remains

The preserved upper course of the east-west going 
wall in its earliest phase was level with the upper 
parts of Layers 34 and 33. At this level a new wall 
was built above the old one (fig. 39, 2nd phase on 
the east and west sections on pls. 3, 1). The north­
ern face of the new wall was almost in line with the 
northern face of the older one, while its southern 
side extended more towards south, resting on Layer 
33. The wall must therefore be later than Layer 33, 

and probably also later than Layer 34, while it is 
older than or contemporary with the lowest parts of 
Layers 32 and 31.

The wall was built as a coffer wall with the big­
gest stones laid as outer faces. Five to seven courses 
were preserved, the top course reaching to about 
level 14.00. At the southern face of the wall, level 
with the lower courses, were seen a few stones 
which seemed to be an addition to the wall. It 

429: Hama II 1, fig. 75:3 D 970.
430: Ugaritica VI, 77 fig. 19:6-8, Khirbet Kerak Ware.
431: Inv. No. 3838/3.
432: OIP 61 1960, figs. 224:8-9, 276, Multiple Brush Painted 

Ware.
433: Hama II 1, figs. 62:3 K 376 (HamaJ 7), 65:3 J 18 (HamaJ 

6), 75:3 C 993 (HamaJ 5).

434: Inv. No. 3836 = TS 6080.
435: Inv. No. 4542 = TS 2534.
436: Inv. No. 3816/1.
437: Inv. No. 3833/3.
438: Inv. Nos. 6466/1, 6477/1.
439: Inv. No. 6488/1 = TS 4313.
440: Inv. Nos. 3995, 3991.
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seems obvious from the well-built southern wall 
face that this addition cannot have been planned 
from the beginning. On the other hand it could not 
be much later than the wall itself, as Layer 32 stop­
ped against these stones. The southern face of the 
wall was plastered with brown to yellow clay, the 
plaster being found also on the additioned stones at 
the south side.

Layer 32 south of the wall consisted of thin layers 
of yellow clay with a patch of charcoal in the south­
western corner. The yellow clay may be a floor, but 
as it was very like the clay plaster on the southern 
wall face, it may have been washed down from this 
wall. A great stone was resting on a foundation of 
smaller stones just south of the wall.

Layer 31 north of the wall was yellow to brown 
clayish earth mixed with lime and with thin layers 
of ashes. A big flat stone was covered with ashes. 
Patches of charcoal were found as a thin layer 
(Layer 30).

Layer 29 south of the wall and Layer 28 north of 
it comprised many layers of varying thickness 
which were not numbered individually (figs. 40, 
54:3). These layers were deposits of various refuse. 
While Layer 28 contained both pottery and bones, 
Layer 29 did not yield anything but bones and a few 
scattered stones. In the lowest part of Layer 28 was 
seen a stone floor or a wall in one course placed at 
right angles to the east-west going wall, and with 
the same thickness. At level 15.00 was found a frag­
mentary bowl (figs. 42 No. 1, 57:6).

At about level 14.00 the east-west going wall was 
replaced by a new wall (3rd phase, fig. 41, pls. 1,3). 
It was thicker than the old wall, its two faces ex­
tending more towards south and north than the 
faces of the old one. This means that Layers 29 and 
28 must have accumulated up to about level 14.00 
at the time when the new wall was built. It was a 
coffer wall like the previous one. Its uppermost 
course was found about level 16.00-16.40 towards 
west, and about level 15.90 towards east, where a 

441: Radiocarbon 15 1973, 109 (K-714): 2260 ± 120 B.C. 

disturbance was observed in connection with Layer 
27 (fig. 42).

Layer 27 (figs. 42-43, 54:4) was found on both 
sides of the wall, and it consisted of yellow clayish 
earth. North of the wall it contained remains of a 
floor and scattered stones at various levels. South of 
the wall three postholes were seen along the wall, 
though not quite in line.

The basis for each of the three postholes A, B, 
and C was a big flat stone with top levels 15.60 (A), 
15.39 (B), and 15.60 (C). Depths of the holes were 
44 cm, 32 cm, and about 40 cm respectively. White 
ashes and charcoal in all three holes, in posthole C 
even a vertical piece of charcoal indicated wooden 
posts. The centre of the posthole bottoms showed a 
small area of vitrified clay with diameters of 15, 13, 
and 10 cm. In the holes were further found some 
stones, and in postholes B and C some more or less 
vitrified remains of clay plaster.

North of the wall was found a carbonized wooden 
plank, 33 cm long, 10 cm wide, and 1.5 cm thick, 
lying southwest-northeast441, and a 60 cm long car­
bonized branch lying north-south. Other finds in 
Layer 27 were a fragmentary jar (figs. 43 No. 3, 
50:11), a cylindrical bone bead (figs. 43 No. 2, 
59:18), and an amulet of bone, the last one among 
the stones of the wall (figs. 43 No. 1, 59:17)442.

Layer 26 (fig. 44) in the northwestern corner con­
tained a stone layer covered with clay and earth 
layers, and in the northeastern area was a floor of 
yellow clay mixed with small stones and charcoal.

The east-west going wall must have been pre­
served up to at least level 16.20 when Layer 26 
north of it was deposited. The eastern wall of the 
sounding shows Layer 26 sloping down towards 
north from a line marking the continuation up­
wards of the wall facade. The disturbance of the 
eastern part of the wall must have happened in the 
period of Layer 26, and the empty space left by 
removed stones was filled up with deposits from 
that layer.

442: Inv. Nos. 1777 = TS 1763, 2291 = TS 2243, 2279 = TS 
2233.
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South of the wall Layer 26 consisted of vitrified 
red and grey clay with charcoal and ashes. In this 
area it was covered with red-burnt clay (Layer 25) 
which is supposed to be the remains of a turned- 
over wall. In fact both Layers 26 and 25 seem to 
belong to the same destroyed wall, its remains 
covering both the area south of the east-west going 
wall, and partly that wall too. The eastern wall of 
the sounding shows various layers of red clay over- 
lying each other and sloping from south to north.

Layer 25 (fig. 45) consisted in the southern area 
of red-burnt clay and fragments of mudbricks lying 
as a band east-west, cf. Layer 26. Fragments of 
carbonized wood were found embedded in the clay. 
North of the red clay the layer was red to brown 
clayish earth on which a layer of grey, very clean 
clay was found along the northern wall of the 
sounding (Layer 25 A). Towards west were seen the 
uppermost stones of the east-west going wall.

Layer 24 (fig. 46) consisted of clayish earth to­
wards west. In the middle of the area was a floor of 
small stones, and towards north was seen a layer of 
ashes with many animal bones.

Layer 23 (fig. 46) in the southern part of the 
sounding was grey to brown earth. The lowest 
course of a wall placed across the southeastern 
corner of the sounding was found in this layer, and 
the bottom of a stoneset posthole (D) was seen in 
the upper part of Layer 23. Towards north the layer 
contained a patch of ashes.

Layer 22 (fig. 47) was found in the southern and 
western excavation area, surrounding the lower­
most part of a Middle Bronze Age collective grave 
which penetrated Layers 20-22 (Tomb IV)443. The 
bottom level of the grave (16.55) corresponded to 
the bottom level of Layer 22. The layer consisted of 
black ashes with scattered stones. Posthole D be­

longing to Layer 21 was seen in the southeastern 
corner.

Layers 21 and 21 A (fig. 48) surrounded the 
lower part of Tomb IV. Layer 21 consisted mainly 
of charcoal and black ashes, with white ashes in the 
northwestern corner. In the southwestern corner 
was a layer of sherds (figs. 48 No. 2, 57:10-1 1 )444 (a 
floor?), a small almost rectangular stone packing, 
probably a hearth, and a stone mortar (fig. 48 no. 
I)445. In the southeastern corner was the upper part 
of a stoneset posthole (D) reaching down through 
Layer 22 into the upper part of Layer 23. The stone 
setting consisted of three layers, the depth of the 
hole being about 45 cm. Nothing but earth was 
found in the hole.

Layer 21 A consisted of earth with clay lumps 
and ashes, and it was only found as patches, p.ex. 
under the ashes and the hearth in the southern 
area.

Layer 20 (fig. 49) was a grey filling with ashes in 
the northwestern corner. It rested on a floor of 
hard, partly burnt clay with spots of white lime, 
and was disturbed in the middle area by Tomb IV 
with its lining stones. In the southeastern corner 
was found the top course of a wall of rather small 
stones crossing the corner. The lowest course of this 
wall was seen in Layer 23. A row of big stones 
running north-south in the western area is the 
lowest course or foundation of a wall found in Lay­
ers 18 and 1 7 (Middle Bronze Age)446. Layer 20 has 
been included in the Early Bronze Age period and 
was accordingly not mentioned in Sükäs VIII, but 
it may quite as well belong to the Middle Bronze 
Age. No pottery was found, and the walls show 
connections with both periods. Layer 19 is a desig­
nation for Tomb IV447.

443: Sukas IV, 21 and fig. 31.
444: Inv. Nos. 2533/1, 4 = TS 1814-1815, 2536/1-3 = TS 1817- 

1819.

445: Inv. No. 4436 = TS 2917.
446: Sükäs VIII, 11-12, pls. 1-2: “western Wall'
447: Sükäs IV, 5.
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The pottery

Burnished Unslipped Ware
One example of dark red gritty clay is a fragmen­
tary jar with flat base and vertical burnishing (fig. 
50:1 1)448. The other examples are all of red gritty 
clay with pattern burnish. Sidesherds of this kind 
were represented in Layers 28, 27/25, 26 and 21. A 
few fragments indicate a form: small narrow-neck­
ed jar with plain rim and at least one handle (figs. 
50:12, S?^)449.

Pattern burnishing at Tall Sükäs is restricted to 
this phase, but at other sites it was found in various 
periods. At Qal‘at ar-Rùs this pottery was found in 
Layers 18-5 and 8- 7450, at ‘Amuq in Phases G and 
H451, and at Räs Samra in Niveau III A 2452.

Light Ware
The clay is fine-textured and light-coloured, i.e. 
greyish-buff or grey to greenish, and the ware is 
hard fired.

A bottom fragment of greyish-buff clay is from a 
bowl or cup with carination on the lower part of the 
body, and with a small ringfoot (fig. 50:4)453. Simi­
lar cups were found in ‘Amuq H454. The form is also 
met with in Hama J 7455, in Tabära al-Akräd Levels 
IV-I456, at Qal‘at ar-Rùs Layers 7-4, and at Tall 
Sükäs 1934-excavation’’7. Another bowl fragment 
of fine grey to greenish clay shows convex side and 
everted plain rim (fig. 50:13)458. It may belong to 
the same group of small bowls or cups as the above 
mentioned, though without carination459.

Jars are represented by a plain rim (fig. ÔO^)460 

448: Inv. No. 1777 = TS 1763.
449: Inv. Nos. 4488/1-4 = TS 2978.
450: Ehrich, pl. XIII fig. VI: 17.10, Red-Slipped Burnished 

Ware.
451 : OIP 61 1960, fig. 233:3, 1 1, Miscellaneous Sherds Phase G, 

fig. 272:2, 3, Simple Ware with Orange-Brown Slip and 
Burnish Phase H.

452: Ugaritica IV, 442 fig. 30 C.
453: Inv. No. 3810/6.
454: OIP 61 1960, fig. 270:8 Plain Simple Ware.
455: Hama II 1, fig. 62:3 H 143.

and by a bottom fragment (fig. 50:14)461. The last 
one has a small ringfoot, and a little above the foot 
is a horizontal ridge. The single example of Light 
Ware in Layer 40 is a sidesherd with two horizontal 
flat ridges, possibly from ajar like fig. 50:14.

Combed Ware
The ware is a continuation of that found in the 
previous period. One example of greyish-buff clay 
occurred in each of the layers 31 and 28, but dark 
colours were the usual (red, reddish-brown or 
brown). An example with brown slip came from 
Layer 28.

Both pattern combing (fig. 57:5)462 and horizon­
tal combing are quoted for Layer 28, while horizon­
tal combing alone is stated for the layers above 28. 
As far as can be seen from the photographs the 
horizontal combing is not of the later (EB/MB- 
MB) wheelmade type, but rather irregular. To this 
may be added that with one exception in Layer 21 
the horizontally combed examples are bottom- and 
shouldersherds, and it cannot be excluded that 
pattern combing might have been found on body­
sherds from these pots.

Very few sherds show a form. Bottom- and 
necksherds indicate a necked jar with flat base (figs. 
50:6, 57:10-1 1)463. A few sidesherds have root of a 
handle. No rims were recognized as belonging to 
these jars, but as combing need not be extended up 
to the rim, some Simple Ware rims may in fact 
belong to Combed Ware jars (p.ex. fig. 50:10).

456: Anatolian Studies 1 1951, 140 fig. 10 lowest example. 
457: It is not clear if Ehrich, pl. XI fig. XVL7.7 belongs to

Qal'at ar-Rüs Layer 7 or to Tall Sükäs Layer 7, but the 
shape was seemingly found at both sites, cf. p. 49 and 66. 

458: Inv. No. 4489 A = TS 2979 A.
459: OIP 61 1960, figs. 269:9-10, 271:2 Phase H, Plain Simple 

Ware. Cf. also Ugaritica VI, 53 fig. 4:9, Niveau III A 3.
460: Inv. No. 3808/1. Ehrich, pl. XI fig. XVI upper left corner. 
461: Inv. No.4489 B = TS 2979 B.
462: Inv. No. 2539/4 = TS 1827.
463: Inv. Nos. 3810/10, 2536/2-3 = TS 1817, 1819.
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Simple Wares
The clay colour is usually dark, ranging from red to 
reddish-brown and dark brown. One example is of 
reddish clay which changes into greenish on the 
interior and on the upper part of the exterior (fig. 
57:6)464. Grits are quoted for most of the recorded 
examples. Dark core is seldom mentioned.

A fragment of an open bowl or a dish of gritty 
dark red clay has a small vertical rim (fig. 50:7)463. 
Similar forms are seen in ‘Amuq H466, Hama J 6467, 
and at Qafat ar-Rùs468. Another bowl fragment of 
reddish to greenish clay shows a small bead rim, 
carination, and low ringfoot (fig. 57:6)469. The 
shape is similar to Räs Samra bowls from Niveau 
III A 2, although the latter have flat base, and to 
Niveau III A 3 bowls, in both cases of burnished 
ware470. A small bowl fragment of hard fired gritty 
clay with a slight carination below the plain rim has 
parallels in Hama K and J, though these rims are of 
greater dimensions (fig. 50:1-2)471. A bowl fragment 
of very hard fired gritty red clay has plain everted 
rim (fig. 50:2)472.

One of the jar fragments is a rim from a neckless 

jar of dark brown gritty clay with dark core (fig. 
50:8)473. The rim shows grooving on the exterior 
like examples from Ebla (Mardikh II B l)474 and 
Hama J 5473. Another fragment from a neckless jar 
of gritty dark brown clay has plain everted rim (fig. 
50:9)476.

Narrownecked jars are represented by some 
neck- and rimsherds showing rather high neck. 
Two of them are of gritty reddish-brown clay (fig. 
50:10)4' '. The sharply everted and slightly undercut 
rim has vertical exterior side like jars from Palestine 
EB III478. It cannot be excluded that some of the 
Sükäs rims of this form belong to Combed Ware 
jars, as combing may not be extended to the neck 
(cf. fig. 57:10, Combed Ware). A single necksherd 
of gritty light brown clay shows horizontal ridges 
below impressed circlets (fig. 57:9)479.

A bottom fragment from a jar with very narrow 
base is of gritty red clay (fig. 57:7)480. It may well 
belong to a small jug like those with “spike base“ 
(stump base) from Palestine EB III481. A bottom 
from a “Syrian jug“ was of brown to black very 
hard fired gritty clay (fig. 50:3)482.

Small finds other than pottery

The only flint implement recorded is an irregular 
block from Layer 2 1 483. A small round bowl of 
limestone came from Layer 21484, and a disc-shaped 
bead of red carnelian from Layer 26483. A tooth­
shaped amulet of bone with suspension hole was

464: Inv. No. 2372/1 = TS 2322.
465: Inv. No. 3810/7.
466: OIP 61 1960, fig. 269:8 Plain Simple Ware.
467: Hama II 1, fig. 64:3 H 442.
468: Ehrich, pl. X fig. XV:4.3, 3.21.
469: Inv. No. 2372/1 = TS 2322.
470: Ugaritica VI, 66 fig. 11:9-11, 53 fig. 4:6, 9.
471: Inv. No. 3811/1 = TS 6082. Hama I, pl. XLV:5, 9 (Period 

K 7-5). Hama II 1, figs. 49:4 B 815 (Period K 3), 62:S. No. 
11 X (Period J 7).

472: Inv. No. 3811/4 = TS 6081.
473: Inv. No. 3810/8.
474: P. Matthiae, Ebla, Un Impero Ritrovato, Torino 1977, fig. 

19:4-5.
475: Hama II 1, fig. 75:3 D 843.

found in Layer 27 (fig. 59:17)486. The remaining 
bone objects are two awls from Layer 22 and two 
tubes (beads?) from Layers 27 and 26 (fig. 
59:18)487.

476: Inv. No. 2538/5 = TS 2999.
477: Inv. Nos. 3811/3, 2539/8 = TS 3007.
478: Hennessy, pl. LX:8, Combed Ware from Gizeh.
479: Inv. No. 4490 = TS 2980. For the circlets, see OIP 61 

1960, figs. 221:24, 274:2, Incised and Impressed Ware 
Phases G-H.

480: Inv. No. 2538/3 = TS 1823, H. 3.4 cm.
481: Hennessy, pls. VIL73, IX:92, XIII:5. Amiran, pl. 20:17- 

19.
482: Inv. No. 3811/2 = TS 6079.
483: Inv. No. 2535/6.
484: Inv. No. 4436 = TS 2917.
485: Inv. No. 4048 = TS 2749, diam. 0.7 cm.
486: Inv. No. 2279/1 = TS 2233, 3.0 X 2.8 cm.
487: Inv. No. 2291/1 = TS 2243, L. 3.5 cm.
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IV : The animal bones and the shells

Tables 3-4 are based on the registration and exami­
nations made by Tove Hatting during the excava­
tion. In the tables the number of animal bones and 
shells from various species is given in actual num­
bers in relation to the periods to which they belong.

The number of determined animal bones in each 
layer being rather small, any conclusions on their 
number will only be tentative. It can be said, how­
ever, that among the domestic animals, pig, sheep 

and oxen were present in all periods, while horse, 
ass and camel did not appear until the latest phase 
of the Early Bronze Age (Period LI).

Bones from game make up only a small part of 
the determined examples. Deer (cervus sp.) was 
found from the earliest to the latest layers, while the 
examples of big game (bear? and hippopotamus) 
appeared only in the latest period (L l)488.

488: For other examples of hippopotamus, see Sukas I, 30.
Hama I, 89 and 180, Hama II 2, 194. Ugaritica IV, XXIX,

119, 230, 233, 309. BASOR 132 1953, 30-34.
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V: The Calcholithic and Early Bronze Age objects found at 
Tall Sükäs outside the sounding

Though the excavations outside the sounding at 
Tall Sükäs were usually not carried further down 
than to Late Bronze Age levels, a few objects of 
Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age date were found 
in various sectors. They are dealt with here in so far 
as they supplement the finds from the sounding.

Some of these finds have already been published 
in order to connect them with later examples of the 
same categories, and so have others which may be 
dated to various Bronze Age periods489. The re­
maining objects comprise a Chalcolithic pottery 
group from sector B 8, and a few Early Bronze Age 
objects from other sectors, mainly pottery. A plan of 
the sectors is seen in fig. 2.

Chalcolithic period, sector B 8
This sector was situated rather low on the northern 
slope of the tall. The examination of a short east­
west going wall led to the discovery of a layer of 
crushed pottery lying in situ on a floor under the 
wall. The levels of the pottery layer were 8.30-8.52, 
thus corresponding to levels of Period M 1 in the 
sounding.

Among the pottery, which showed rim types 
similar to some of those appearing from Period M 1 
and later in the sounding, were five complete or 
almost complete vessels. One of the jars was a cook­
ing pot of type 2, Simple Ware (figs. 51:1, 58: l)490. 

Two others, also of Simple Ware, were almost iden­
tical in shape, with straight everted undercut rim, 
rounded side and base. One of them had wet- 
smoothed surface (fig. 51:2)491, on the other is seen 
a spot and some vertical stripes of dark brown paint 
(fig. 51:3)492. Both jars may have been cooking pots. 
A fragmentary storage jar of gritty Burnished Un­
slipped Ware had plain slightly everted rim and 
rounded body (fig. 51:4)493.

A rim fragment of Simple Ware showed thick­
ened rim with a groove on the upper edge (fig. 
51:5)494. Such “channeled“ rims were noticed at 
‘Amuq as “consistant with the type of modeling 
used in Phase F in general“495. At Tabära al-Akräd 
levels VII-V similar rims were seen on potstands49*’. 
A small carinated bowl with bead-rim (figs. 51:6, 
58:2)497 was of Burnished Unslipped Ware. Similar 
bowls with bead-rim were found in ‘Amuq Phase 
F498, while the small bowls with plain rim from Räs 
Samra Niveau III B499 are in fact more similar to 
the carinated bowls from ‘Amuq Phase E50 .

Early Bronze Age
A jar fragment of Combed Ware has a handle 
attached to rim and shoulder (figs. 51:7, 58:3)501. 
Horizontal combing is seen on the neck, criss-cross 
combing on the shoulder. This fragment, and 
another from a big combed jar with remains of a

489: Sükäs VII, nos. 256, 298: pottery. 394, 396: bronze pins.
493: bead. 503, 522, 523: seals. 569, 629: figurines. 659, 
660, 661, 667-670, 680, 702: stone objects.

490: Inv. No. 8413 = TS 4747.
491: Inv. No. 9015/1.
492: Inv. No. 9013/1.
493: Inv. No. 5160/1 = TS 3213.
494: Inv. No. 9018/1.
495: OIP 61 1960, fig. 179:20, ChafT-Faced Red-Slipped and 

Burnished Ware.

496: Anatolian Studies 1 1951, 126 fig. 6:11.
497: Inv. No. 8414 = TS 4748. Se the sounding Periods M 1 and 

L 4, Slipped and Burnished Wares, inv. nos. 3899/7 and 
3897/4 from Layers 53 and 51, figs. 21:2, 10.

498: OIP 61 1960, fig. 174:23, Chaff-Faced Simple Ware.
499: Ugaritica IV, 482 fig. 3 F and I.
500: OIP 61 1960, fig. 143:1-2, Simple Ware.
501: Inv. No. 8585 = TS 4820 from G 13 SW layer 8/9. Pub­

lished in Sükäs I, 23 no. 9. Cf. Ugaritica IV, 203 fig. 16 A. 
Ugarit Forschungen 11 1979, 861 note 60, Niveau III A 3. 
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vertical handle at about middle height of the jar302 
are the only examples at Tall Sükäs, bottom sherds 
excepted, which show details of the shapes of com­
bed jars. A sidesherd of Combed Ware has a pot­
ter’s mark consisting of one vertical stroke crossed 
by two or three horizontal ones. It was incised be­
fore firing (fig. 58:6)503.

A rimsherd of red clay with white particles is 
from a painted goblet (fig. 58:7)504. Matt black 
paint covers the rim and the uppermost part of the 
side, and below this are seen som narrow parallel 
painted lines. A similar rimsherd is of yellow clay 
with matt brown paint305. These examples come 
close to the Hama G III type306, though the Sükäs 
examples are described as painted, not painted and 
incised. The G III type was found in Hama J 7-1. 
At Ebla the painted goblets belong to Mardikh II B 
2, and at ‘Amuq to Phase J307. No example was 
found in the Sükäs sounding.

A fragmentary slightly corrugated goblet is of 
Hama G I type (fig. 51:8)508. It is of brown gritty 
clay, and has thickened rim and disc foot. This gob­
let type was found at ‘Amuq at the end of Phase I, 
and especially in Phase J, at Hama in the entire 
period J, at Ebla in the period Mardikh II B 1, and 
at Qal‘at ar-Rüs in Layer 3509. The lower part of 

502: Inv. No. 3990/1 from G 11 SW Layer 10 (?). Cf. Ugaritica 
VI, 50 fig. 2:1, Niveau III A 3.

503: Inv. No. 8489 = TS 4775 from J 14 Layer 2. See the 
sounding Periods L 2 and L 1.

504: Inv. No. 2621/1 = TS 2368 from G 15 NE Layer 7.
505: Inv. No. 5531/4 = TS 3623 from G 13 NE Layer 1.
506: Ingholt, 34 pl. XI: 1.
507: Hama II 1, 56, 61, 63, 71, 72, 74, 77. P. Matthiae, Ebla, 

Un Impero Ritrovato, Torino 1977, fig. 21. OIP 61 1960, 
fig. 342:4-5.

508: Inv. No. 7218 = TS 5618 from G 14 SW Layer 9. Pub­
lished in Sükäs I, 26 no. 20. Ingholt, 29.

509: OIP 61 1960, fig. 338:15-16. Hama II 1, 82. Matthiae, 
op.cit., fig. 15. Ehrich, 68 pl. XX:XVI, Miniature Light 
Ware.

510: Inv. No. 8565 = TS 4814 from G 13 NW Layer 8. Pre­
served height: 7.3 cm. Ugaritica VI, 54 fig. 5:1-7. Hama II 
1, fig. 85:3 K 34.

another slightly corrugated goblet is of reddish grit­
ty clay (fig. 58:8)510. It has a tall splaying ringfoot as 
seen in Räs Samra Niveau III A 3 and in Hama J 4.

A conical lid has hole in the top (figs. 51:9, 
58:4)511. It is of light brown, somewhat porous and 
gritty clay. A matt black band is painted along the 
inner side of the rim. This type was common in 
Hama J 5-3512.

A fragmentary jar with ovoid body and flat base 
is of reddish gritty clay (figs. 51:10, 58:5)513. It is 
covered with yellow slip on which are painted obli­
que crossing lines descending from two horizontal 
bands, all in matt brownish-black paint. Quite 
similar jars are known from Räs Samra Niveau III 
A 3, and examples were also found in QaFat ar-Rüs 
Layer 5514.

A fragment of a flat tray with vertical rim and 
remains of a loop handle is of brownish gritty clay 
(figs. 51:11,58:9)513. The upper side is blackened by 
fire, while the lower side is covered with an incised 
herringbone pattern and small holes. Similar (bak­
ing?) trays or hearths were found in Hama J 5-3516.

While the two celts from the sounding were both 
of flint (Period M 2), some basalt celts were found 
in other sectors317. Two main types are distinguish­
ed, a triangular shape with rather pointed butt, and

511: Inv. No. 8590 = TS 4821 from H 14 NE Layer 5.
512: Hama II 1, fig. 74:3 B 959, fig. 85:3 K 173, fig. 93:3 F 600. 

Cf. S. Mazzoni, Elements of the Ceramic Culture of Early 
Syrian Ebla in Comparison with Syro-Palestinian EB IV, 
BASOR 257 1985, 3 fig. 2:16 (Mardikh II B 1).

513: Inv. No. 8606 = TS 4863 from G 13 NE Layer 9.
514: Ugaritica IV, 436 fig. 24. Cf. Ugarit Forschungen 11 1979, 

861 note 59 (Niveau III A 3). Ehrich, pl. XXIL5 P 1. Cf. 
also p. 80-81, 84, pl. XXII Type P 3 from the 1934 excava­
tion at Tall Sükäs, where this type was represented in 
Layers 5 upper, 4 and 3.

515: Inv. No. 8526 = TS 4798 from G 13 SE Layer 12. Pub­
lished in Sükäs I, 23 no. 16.

516: Hama III, fig. 75:3 H 917, fig. 85:3 E 980 and fig. 93:3 D 
394.

517: H 10NE Layer 21, H 13 NE Layer 6, H 14 NW Layer 5, G 
11 SW Layer 9, G 15 SW Layer 9. 
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another of trapezoid shape (fig. 59:19-20)518. Both 
types are known from Neolithic, Chalcolithic and 
Early Bronze Age periods519. A fragmentary axe­
like tool of basalt with shafthole (fig. 59:21)520 may 
be a hammer-axe as those mentioned from 
‘Amuq521. A fragmentary pear-shaped macehead of 
white polished marble (fig. 51:12)522 is a type com­
mon in ‘Amuq Phase G, less common in ‘Amuq 
Phase H523. Another fragment is from a flattened 

globular steatite macehead (fig. 59:22)524. A rec­
tangular basalt bowl has four low feet (fig. 59:23)525.

Only a few copper objects could be assigned to 
the Early Bronze Age: A copper or bronze pin with 
spiral head (fig. 51:13)526, and a copper or bronze 
axe of trapezoid shape with rounded butt as the 
very similar example from the sounding (fig. 
59:24)527.

518: Inv. No. 10077/1 = TS 3853 from G 15 SW Layer 9, 7.8 X 
5.5 X 3.8 cm. Cf. Sükäs VII, 108 no. 702. Inv. No. 6657 = 
TS 4474 from J 14 NW Layer 5, 9.1 X 6.5 cm.

519: P.ex. OIP 61 1960, fig. 63:3 and fig. 64:1 Phase B, fig. 
188:1-2 Phase F, fig. 249:1 Phase G.

520: Inv. No. 6709 = TS 4526 from G 13 SE Layer 11,6.7 X 4.3 
cm, thickness 4.9 cm. Published in Sükäs I, 23 no. 15.

521: OIP 61 1960, 479-480 fig. 295:3 Phase H, fig. 377:1 Second 
Mixed Range.

522: Inv. No. 1698/1 = TS 1751 from the surface of the north­
ern slope.

523: OIP 61 1960, 482 fig. 250 Phase G, fig. 295:4-5 Phase H.

524: Inv. No. 551/1 = TS 692 from F 15 SE Layer 2, H. 4.0 cm, 
W. 6.0 cm. Cf. OIP 61 1960, fig. 65:11 Phase B, fig. 165:5 
Phase E.

525: Inv. No. 69/1 = TS 6 from E 8 NE Layer 2, 16.7 X 11.9 
cm, H. 5.9 cm. Cf. Hama II 1, fig. 74:3 J 138 and 3 J 137 
(Hama J 5), fig. 85:3 E 254 (Hama J 4).

526: Inv. No. 6652 = TS 4469 from G 13 SW Layer 9. Pub­
lished in Sükäs I, 23 no. 11 and Sükäs VII, 72 no. 394. Cf. 
OIP 61 1960, fig. 239:9, 11, Phase G.

527: Inv. No. 6732 = TS 4549 from G 10 NE Layer 12. For 
references, see the sounding Period L 4, fig. 59:11.
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VI: Conclusions

The Chalcolithic period (Periods M 2-M 1)
The earliest remains from a Chalcolithic period 
were met with in Layer 59. As previously stated328 a 
partially preserved layer of earth, Layer 59 A, indi­
cated a hiatus between the latest Neolithic period 
(N 1) and the Chalcolithic period (M 2). The be­
ginning of this period without habitation depends 
on the dating of Period N l529, and its termination 
may be placed in the Late Chalcolithic period, as 
Haläf pottery was not found, at least not in the 
sounding.

The remains of architecture in Periods M 2 and 
M 1 did not differ from that of the Neolithic period, 
and the suggested beginning of the Chalcolithic 
period is therefore based on pottery alone, in par­
ticular the Ubaid-related painted wares. The 
amount of Dark-Faced Burnished Ware in both 
Layers 59 and 58 is admittedly rather large to be 
considered intrusive, but some of the sherds, at 
least those from Layer 58, may have come from the 
pit belonging to Layer 58, which had been dug 
through the Neolithic Layers 60 and 61. The rim­
forms are very similar to those seen in Period N 1. 
Another explanation may be that the finds from 
Period M 2, or at least those of Layer 59, do not 
represent a distinct Chalcolithic habitation, but ac­
tivities in various periods from the Neolithic to the 
Late Chalcolithic period.

It is possible to see some changes of the painted 
pottery from Layer 58 to 57: From fine smooth ware 
to fine ware with numerous black particles, from 
slipped and painted pottery to dominantly unslip­
ped painted pottery (Table 1), from red to dark red, 

brown or black painting colour, and from band­
painting to straight-and-wavy line painting (“mul­
tiple brush“ painting). This change, and the 
appearance of the Slipped and Burnished Wares 
common from Layer 56 and of a new type of flint 
artifact, the Canaanean blades from Layer 57, de­
termine the beginning of Period M 1 (Layers 57- 
53).

Though the very simple decoration on the Slip­
ped and Painted Wares from Period M 2 makes 
comparisons problematic, this pottery seems to be 
paralleled in the Ubaid-related wares at Tall Darük 
in Layers 36 and 35 B, even though the Darük 
pottery shows more varied designs including hang­
ing bows, crosshatching, and row of dots530. No 
straight-and-wavy line decoration was found at 
Tall Darük.

Among the Ubaid-like painted pottery from Räs 
Samra Niveau III B some wares are similar to, 
though not identical with the Sükäs painted 
wares531. The most significant similarities are seen 
in the line decoration on the Gritty Unslipped 
Painted Ware from Tall Sükäs Period M 1, and on 
some of the Räs Samra pottery. It was suggested in 
connection with the description of this ware that the 
best parallels from Räs Samra were found in the 
upper Chalcolithic levels (see Period M 1).

The slipped and band-painted pottery may 
perhaps also be compared with the slipped Ubaid- 
like wares from Hama’s Period L532, while the 
straight-and-wavy line decoration from Period M 1 
has obvious parallels in the multiple brush painted 
pottery from Period L and Period K 10-7. At Hama

528: Sukäs III, 83.
529: Sükäs III, 85, and H. de Contenson in Syria LII 1985, 148- 

150.
530: Darük, 23-25, figs. 28, 27. These motifs are seen in Hamä 

Period L 3-1, cf. Hama I, pls. IX-2-3, XIIL9, XXIIL4, 11, 
XXVL7. The great amount of Chaff-Faced Wares in the 

same layers at Tall Darük (64.1 % in Layer 36 and 67.2 % 
in Layer 35 B) as opposed to the amount of painted sherds 
(6.5 % and 2.1 % respectively) points to a late phase of the 
period, cf. Hama I, 55, 182.

531: Ugaritica IV, 375 (Pottery groups 1, 2, 3).
532: Hama I, 41-43.
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the last mentioned decoration was found in associa­
tion with motifs of the Ubaid-like painted tradi­
tion533, and this seems to be the situation also at 
Tall Sükäs, where the simple band-painting from 
Period M 2 continued in Period M 1, though on 
unslipped ware.

The Slipped and Burnished Wares common from 
Period M 1 is paralleled at Tabâra al-Akrâd in 
Levels VI-V, at ‘Amuq in Phase F, and at Habüba 
Kabira-Süd, although the similarities of wares seem 
to be of a rather general kind. At Tall Darük three 
examples (out of 77 slipped sherds) came from the 
latest Chalcolithic Layer 35 B, indicating the begin­
ning of a period like M 1 at Tall Sükäs, a period 
which was, however, not further attested in the Tall 
Darük sounding.

It is the pottery forms in Period M 1 more than 
the wares which point to ‘Amuq Phase F, and to a 
lesser degree to Habüba Kabira-Süd. In the de­
scriptions of the Period M 1 pottery forms it was 
seen that some were paralleled in ‘Amuq Phase F, 
but also in Phase G. It seems that these Phase F-G 
examples often are pottery forms which are said to 
be common or most common on the earliest Phase 
G floors. That some Phase F forms continued into 
early Phase G is commented upon in the ‘Amuq 
publication534. It thus seems that Period M 1 at Tall 
Sükäs covers ‘Amuq Phases F and early G. South­
ern connections are demonstrated by certain forms 
found at Byblos, in particular from the period 
énéolithic récent.

The outlined development from Period M 2 to M 
1 is further underlined by the appearance in M 1 of 
Canaanean blades535 which also had their begin­
ning in ‘Amuq Phase F and Hama Period K 10-7, 
while they were found at Räs Samra already in 
Niveau III B.

Period M 2 is placed in the beginning of the 

fourth millennium by a carbon 14-dating of Layer 
58,36. A calibration of this date will bring it back to 
an early part of the fifth millennium537. As calibra­
tion of carbon 14-dates in this area is questioned538, 
the un-calibrated carbon 14-date is preferred for the 
time being. As shown by the pottery, Period M 2 
seems to develop into M 1 without interruption. 
During Period M 2 there may, however, have been 
periods without habitation as indicated by the 
earth-mixed filling in Layer 58.

Early Bronze Age
The beginning of the Early Bronze Age in the Sükäs 
material is not clear. Some wares and forms from 
the Chalcolithic period (matt slipped, painted, slip­
ped and burnished wares, cooking pot types 1 and 
2) continued into Period L 4 (Layers 52-48). The 
holemouth form was represented as well in Layer 
53 (Period M 1) as in 51 (Period L 4). Differences 
from the earlier period are that the number of 
painted sherds shows a sudden drop, and that more 
forms point to ‘Amuq Phase G than in the previous 
period. The period may include a hiatus at the be­
ginning of the Early Bronze Age.

The beginning of Period L 3 (Layers 47-42) is on 
the other hand very clearly defined by the appear­
ance of Burnished Un-Slipped Ware, Mottled Ware 
and Light Ware, the two last mentioned being re­
stricted to this period. Other wares continued from 
the previous period: painted sherds including 
examples of Unslipped Painted Ware were still seen 
in the lowermost layers, but only in a very small 
amount. Examples of the matt slipped wares were 
found in a sufficient number to show that this 
pottery was still in use, and so were the Burnished 
and Slipped Wares, especially the light variant.

The fragments with straight cut rims found in 
both Mottled Ware and Simple Ware are paralleled

533: Hama I, 182.
534: OIP 61 1960, 263.
535: No examples were seemingly found at Tall Sükäs from 

Period M 2. Only two of the five denticulates, and none of 
the unworked blades were described and drawn in the exca­

vation files.
536: Radiocarbon 15 1973, 108 (K-936): 3960 ± 100 B.C
537: Sükäs III, 84.
538: H. de Contenson in Syria LII 1975, 149. 
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in ‘Amuq Phases F-G, other jar types539 in Phase G. 
The only example which clearly belongs to ‘Amuq 
Phase H540 came from Layer 43, and may be intru­
sive. In Period L 3 began also the series of rims 
thickened on the exterior541 which probably be­
longed to jars with more or less globular body. 
These jars have a long sequence at Hama (K9/8-J 
2), and an even longer at ‘Amuq (Phases E-J). In 
Habüba Kabira their beginning is dated to an early 
phase of the Early Dynastic period542. As most con­
nections seem, however, to be with ‘Amuq G(or F- 
G), Period L 3 is supposed to cover the later part of 
‘Amuq G, Hama from K.9/8, and Habüba Kabira 
from level 6, and to be placed in an early part of the 
Early Bronze Age. In this connection the carbon 
14-date for Layer 48 (2500 ± 120 B.C.) seems 
rather late543.

The beginning of Period L 2 (Layers 41-33) was 
defined by the appearance of Combed Ware. Above 
Layers 41-40 disappeared the matt slipped wares, 
the painted wares, and the Slipped and Burnished 
Wares. The only pottery to be found throughout the 
period was Burnished Unslipped Ware, Combed 
Ware and Simple Ware, which also continued into 
Period L 1. The Burnished Unslipped Ware was 
represented also in Layers 54 (Period M 1), 47 and 
43 (Period L 3), but not continously as in Period L 
2.

A few examples of Khirbet Kerak Ware were 
noticed in the 1934-excavation at Tall Sükäs544, but 
not a single sherd of this ware was found in the 
present material from the 1958-60 excavations.

As for the forms, both cooking pot type 1 and 2 
disappeared at the beginning of Period L 2, and jars 

539: Inv. Nos. 6134/1 = TS 4058 and 3883/5 from Layer 47. 
540: Inv. No. 3842/2.
541: Inv. Nos. 3862/4, 3851/2, 3853/2, 3854/2.
542: MDOG 103 1971, 21.
543: Radiocarbon 15 1973, 108 (K-713).
544: Ehrich, 70.
545: P.ex. Inv. No. 3837/4 from Layer 4L
546: P.ex. Inv. Nos. 6227/1-2.
547: P.ex. Inv. No. 3828/1.
548: H. de Contenson in Ugarit Forschungen 11 1979, 859. 

with thickened rim545 were less numerous than in 
Period L 3. New forms were expecially the carin- 
ated bowls found in Layers 40-33546 and the 
supposed cooking pot with plain everted rim547 from 
layers 41-40. Both forms are well known from Ras 
Samra Niveau III A 1. From this period it is again 
possible to compare the Sükäs material with that 
from Räs Samra after a hiatus at that site stated 
between the Ubaid period and the Early Bronze 
Age III548. The carinated bowl type was also found 
in Hama K3-1.

Another new form is the narrow-necked jug with 
vertical handle (“Syrian jug“) from Layers 41-38. A 
possible earlier example is a fragment of a neck 
from Layer 43549. The two almost complete 
examples have flat bases, and on one of them550 the 
handle is probably attached to the rim, while the 
two fragmentary examples331 clearly show a handle 
attached to the neck as in Palestinian Early Bronze 
III or later Early Bronze II jugs552. As both types 
were found in Layer 40 together with the carinated 
bowls and supposed cooking pots of the same types 
as from Räs Samra Niveau III A 1, these examples 
cannot be older than Early Bronze III.

A series of Carbon 14-dates were obtained for 
this period533:

Layer 38 (=40): 2310 ±
Layer 38 - : 2300 ±
Layer 39: 2340 ±
Layer 39: 2270 ±
Layer 35: 2370 ±
Layer 33: 2320 ±

549: Inv. No. 3845/1.
550: Inv. No. 6224/1 = TS 4118.
551 : Inv. Nos. 6230 = TS 4125 and 9009 = TS 6012, both from 

Layer 40.
552: Amiran, 62, and IEJ 28 1978, 182-184.
553: Radiocarbon 15 1973, 108 (K-1127, K-1126, K-1124, K 

1128, K-1125, K-1123).
554: Ugarit Forschungen 11 1979, 857-862. P. Matthiae, Ebla, 

Un Impero Ritrovato, Torino 1977, 66.

120 B. C.
120 B. C.
120 B. C.
120 B. C.
120 B. C.
120 B. C.
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The six carbon 14-dates are almost identical from 
Layers 38 (= 40) to 33. An explanation may be that 
the total height of deposits from these layers was 
only about 80 cm. In any case the series of dates 
suggest a rather short length of time for Period L 2.

More problematic is that the (uncalibrated) 
dates fit the Early Bronze Age IV better than Early 
Bronze III, according to the usual chronological 
tables554, if the limits of the carbon 14-dates are not 
stretched towards the very end of Early Bronze Age 
III. There is, however, no doubt that the Sükäs 
pottery must be placed in the same period as the 
material from Räs Samra Niveau III A 1.

In Period L 1 (Layers 32-21) the pottery com­
prises Burnished Unslipped Ware, Combed Ware, 
Simple Ware and Light Ware. It has not been poss­
ible to state if the Light Ware is a continuation of 
the similar ware in Period L 3.

As mentioned in the description of Combed 
Ware, the appearence of horizontal combing as in 
Ras Samra Niveau III A 2 is uncertain335.

Some of the wares are paralleled in ‘Amuq G- 
H556, in Hama J 7-5357, in Mardikh II B l558, and to 
a lesser degree in Räs Samra Niveau III A 2559. The 
only possible relation to Räs Samra Niveau III A 3 
may be the fragmentary bowl from Layer 243b", but 
the bowl may quite as well be compared with 
‘Amuq Phase H bowls. Beakers of the Hama types 
G II and IV were reported from the 1934 excava­
tion561, but no example was seen in the material 
from the sounding. A few sherds of the painted type 
were found in areas outside the sounding, thus 
proving that this pottery was known at Tall Sükäs 
(see chapter V). The positive evidence seems to 
place Period L 1 in the Early Bronze Age IV A.

The last carbon 14-date from the sounding (2260 
± 120 B.C.) was made on material from Layer 

555: Ugaritica VI, 64.
556: P.ex. Inv. Nos. 3810/6, 3910/7, 4490.
557: Inv. Nos. 3810/6, 3810/7, 3810/8.
558: Inv. No. 3810/8.
559: Inv. No. 2372/1 = TS 2322.
560: Inv. No. 4489 = TS 2979 A.

2 7 562. This date fits the Early Bronze IV A, but it 
seems strange that it is so similar to the datings of 
Layers 38 (= 40) to 33, although it came from de­
posits about 3 meters above Layer 33.

The series of carbon 14-dates from the Early 
Bronze Age, except that from Layer 27, seems 
rather late in relation to the archaeological datings. 
As on the other hand the calibrated dates seem 
rather early563, they are not used here, and the 
whole problem has seemingly to await further dis­
cussion364. The chronology suggested for Tall Sükäs 
is seen in Table 5.

The extension of the Chalcolithic habitation area 
can hardly be calculated, as it is based on finds 
from ony two localities, the sounding in sector G 11 
SW and the sector B 8 on the northern slope (see 
chapter V). In both cases objects in situ proved, 
however, that a settlement existed in at least this 
northern area.

The Early Bronze Age habitation outside the 
sounding is, with some reservation, demonstrated 
by finds in sectors E 8, F 15, G 10-11, 13-15, H 10, 
13-14, and J 15 (fig. 2). These finds came from later 
levels, from the top levels through deeper levels, the 
earliest one belonging to the Middle Bronze Age. 
Seven objects came from sector G 13, one or two 
from each of the others. Less than half of the exca­
vated area yielded finds from the Early Bronze Age, 
and the sectors in question were all situated in the 
northern part of the tell, where a greater area was 
excavated than in the southern part.

Considering the total amount of 8.80 m of 
accumulated Early Bronze Age remains in the 
sounding, it seems probable that the habitation ex­
tended beyond the 50 X 80 m area in which the 
Early Bronze Age objects were found. A calculation 
of the area confined within contour lines related to 

561: Ehrich, 78 pl. XXI fig. XX.
562: Radiocarbon 15 1973, 109 (K-714).
563: R. M. Clark, A calibration curve for radiocarbon dates, 

Antiquity XLIX 1975, 264.
564: Syria LI I 1975, 149.
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various periods in the sounding may give the hy­
pothetical maximum extension of habitation. A 
rather big habitation area is in fact possible, as the 
tell has extended further east than is seen today, its 
upper part being diminished during the Middle 
Ages and later565. The 10 m contour line relating to 
the Early Bronze Age Period L 3 in the sounding, 
thus delimits an area of roughly 22.900 sq.m, which 
is more than twice the size of the recent tell surface 
(8425 sq.m.). As no Early Bronze Age remains 
seem to be recorded outside the rather restricted 
area of the above mentioned sectors, this calcula­
tion has of coufse only a hypothetical value.

Houses from both the Chalcolithic Period and 
the Early Bronze Age were usually indicated only 
by rows of stones which are supposed to be the 
bases for mudbrick walls. A few stray mudbricks 
were noticed in Layer 50 (Period L 4). In Layer 43 
(Period L 3) the remains of a white-plastered mud­
brick wall was found on top of its stone foundation. 
Some reeds and a wooden branch lying close to this 
wall may have belonged to a roof, either above a 
room or on a shelter for a big jar. Another example 
of wall plaster was seen on the southern side of the 
east-west going wall in Layers 39 and 35.

The carbonized wooden fragments in Layer 39 
(Period L 2) may be remains from some kind of 
furniture, as wooden planks are rather unexpected 
as roof covering. Some of these fragments are of 
olive wood566. Reeds and oak branches found to­
gether in Layer 33 A (Period L 2) may have been 
part of a roof.

The most substantial building was represented 
by the east-west going stone wall in its second and 

third phases from Period LI, with thicknesses of 
about 1.00 m and 1.50 m. It has been proposed that 
this wall might be part of a town wall, and in some 
way connected with the great wall found by E. For- 
rer in 1934 in sector F/G I3567. As the lowermost 
part of the wall in sector G 11 SW (first phase) was 
in no way different from the usual walls supposed to 
be remains of houses, only the upper parts (second 
and third phases) come into consideration. The 
wall thickness is greater than seen in earlier levels, 
but although such a wall might be useful for de­
fense, its placement rather far from the edge of the 
tall seems curious. The bottom levels of the wall in 
the second and third phases being 12.80 and 14.00, 
its distance from the northern 12 m and 14 m con­
tour lines is about 30 m (fig. 2). The wall may in 
fact be part of a well-built house, rebuilt first on the 
house walls from Layers 39 and 35, later in relation 
to Layers 29 and 28.

As for a connection with the wall in sector F/G 13 
it has to be noticed that this wall was found from 
level 17.50 to level 19.50 (Table 7), its bottom level 
thus being about 3.50 m above the bottom level of 
the G 11 SW wall in its third phase. The area be­
tween Forrer’s trench and G 11 SW was not exca­
vated down to these levels, and nothing is therefore 
known of a possible connection, but the distance 
from the middle of Forrer’s trench to the middle of 
G 11 SW being only 26 m, it seems unlikely that the 
two walls were connected. Both walls belong to the 
Early Bronze Age IV, but to different building 
periods. Later in Period L 1 the wall in G 11 SW 
went out of use, and habitation features like floors 
and post holes were found close to or on top of it.

565: Sükäs I, 10-11 figs. 3-4.
566: Determinations of charcoal and wooden fragments were 

made at the Danish National Museum, 10.11.1965. The 
examples are: Pd 3877 and Pd 3885 from Layer 39: olea 

europaea (olive). Pd 3882 and Pd 3884 from Layer 38: olea 
europaea. Pd 3878 from Layer 35: arbutus sp. (strawberry 
tree). Pd 7850 from Layer 33: quercus sp. (oak).

567: Sükäs I, 20.21.
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VII: Earlier excavations in the Gabla Plain’1"

Excavations have been carried out in 1934 at Tall 
Sükäs and at Qafat ar-Rüs569, in 1958 at ‘Arab al- 
Mulk and in 1959 at Tall Darük170. At ‘Arab al- 
Mulk the earliest habitation proved to be of Late 
Bronze Age date, while the other three excavations 
yielded Chalcolithic or Early Bronze Age material 
comparable to that from the 1958-60 excavations at 
Tall Sükäs. In the following the relations of those 
sites with Tall Sükäs will be commented upon.

At Tall Darük the Chalcolithic Layers 36-35 B 
rested directly on the rock. The greatest part of the 
pottery consisted of chaff-faced coarse wares A, C, 
E and F, a smaller part of the gritty wares D and J 
of the fine wares B and G. To these were added the 
pottery with red matt slip and the pottery with matt 
painted decoration’1.

The chaff-faced wares and the red matt slipped 
ware were compared with similar wares in ‘Amuq 
Phase F, while the best parallels to some of the 
painted pottery were found in Räs Samra’s Niveau 
III B (Ubaid period). It was stated that with excep­
tion of the lowest level of Layer 36372 which con­
tained a more varied decoration than the usual very 
monotonous painted bands, these layers might be­
long to a post-Ubaid phase. After the examination 
of the Sükäs pottery a few remarks may be added.

When the pottery assemblage from Tall Sükäs 
Layers 59-58 is compared with that from Tall 
Darük Layers 36-35 B, certain similarities are evi­
dent. Matt Red-Slipped Ware is present at both 
places, and so is the Ubaid-like painted pottery. 
But differences are quite as clear. Though some 
sherds from Tall Darük show white calcareous slip 
under the painted decoration, most of the painted 

pottery does not. The painting colour at Tall Sükäs 
is bright red as on most of the Darük pottery, but at 
Tall Darük there are also examples of dark red and 
black paint in both Layers 36 and 35 B. The various 
matt slipped pottery at Tall Sükäs was not found at 
Tall Darük. Of the coarse wares from Tall Darük 
the gritty brick-red D-Ware was not recorded at 
Tall Sükäs, and of the chaff-faced wares only a few 
examples were recognised at Tall Sükäs, but both 
wares may have been present among the coarse 
sherds.

Among the pottery from the following period at 
Tall Sükäs (Period M 1), the Unslipped Painted 
Ware may well be compared with the Darük 
painted pottery which was mostly unslipped. The 
gritty Unslipped Painted Ware was perhaps met 
with, as two sherds are described as containing 
small black particles (one painted sherd and one 
with matt red slip, both from Layer 36). The Slip­
ped and Burnished Wares from Tall Sükäs may be 
represented by three examples of burnished slip 
(similar to QE-Ware from Layer 35 B), while the 
Matt White-Slipped Ware was not seen at Tall 
Darük.

The forms of the Darük painted pottery did not 
differ from those of the painted Sükäs pottery from 
Layers 59-58, while the coarse ware forms were dif­
ferent. The new forms in Tall Sükäs Layer 56 and 
upwards were not found at Tall Darük.

One might assume that the Tall Darük assem­
blage with its unslipped painted pottery, and the 
appearence of slipped and burnished ware in Layer 
35 B should be placed chronologically at about the 
beginning of Sükäs Period M 1. The evidence being 

568: See map in Sükäs III, fig. 2.
569: E. O. Forrer in Bericht über den 6. internationalen Kon­

gress für Archäologie, Berlin 1939, 360-365. A. M. H. 
Ehrich, Early Pottery ofthejebeleh Region, Memoirs of the

American Philosophical Society XIII 1939.
570: Darük.
571: Darük, 20-26.
572: Darük, 66-67.
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very slight, and also contradicting, the Darük Chal­
colithic material must for the present be parallelled 
broadly with that from Tall Sükäs Periods M 2-1. 
As for the Early Bronze Age, no layers in the sound­
ing at Tall Darük could be assigned to that 
period573.

The habitation at Qal'at ar-Rüs was mainly of 
Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Age date571. Some 
ware types and pottery shapes were the same as 
those found at Tall Sükäs, but the pottery assem­
blages were not identical.

Two painted fragments from Qal'at ar-Rüs 
Layer 19 are of bufT fabric with greenish-grey sur­
face, and painting in warm black colour573. As black 
particles are not mentioned, the two sherds are 
most probably of the same kind of pottery as the 
Unslipped Painted Ware at Tall Sükäs, common in 
Layers 57-54576.

The Red-Slip Burnished Ware (Type VI A, B) 
from Qal'at ar-Rüs Layers 18-15 and sporadic in 
several later layers577 corresponds with the Sükäs 
Slipped and Burnished Ware, in particular the light 
variant, which was common in Layers 56-47, and 
sporadic before and after this period (Table 1).

Some of the Unburnished Light Ware (Type 
VIII C) in Qal'at ar-Rüs Layers 18-8578 is de­
scribed as stone tempered, thin, wheelmade and 
crisply fired, qualities found also in the Sükäs Light 
Ware from Layers 47-45 and 43. In this ware was 
found an example with pared surface (Layer 18), a 
technique known also in connection with the Light 
Ware at Tall Sükäs579.

White-Washed Ware (Type IX A, B) was found 
at Qal'at ar-Rüs in small amount throughout 
Layers 18-8 and in Layer 5580. It is most probably 

the same ware as the Matt White-Slipped Ware at 
Tall Sükäs, found sparsely during a period covering 
mainly Layers 57-41.

Combed Ware (Type XII) occurred at Qal'at ar- 
Rüs from Layer 15 to l 581, at Tall Sükäs from Layer 
41 and continuously throughout the remaining Ear­
ly Bronze Age.

The Burnished Stone Ware (Type XI) from 
Qal'at ar-Rüs Layers 13-4582 may be compared with 
the Sükäs Burnished Unslipped Ware in Layers 47- 
33 and Layers 28-26, but the two wares do not seem 
to be identical.

The remaining wares from Qal'at ar-Rüs cannot 
with any certainty be parallelled with wares from 
Tall Sükäs. No Khirbet Kerak Ware was found in 
the sounding in G 11 SW. The two examples of that 
ware from Qal'at ar-Rüs Layers 8 and 7583 must be 
linked with examples in Layers Lower and Middle 
5 in the 1934 excavation at Tall Sükäs (see below).

In addition to the wares mentioned above, some 
rim forms testify to the close connection between 
Tall Sükäs and Qal'at ar-Rüs. Parallels are quoted 
in the text in connection with the various wares. In 
Table 6 most of the examples are arranged 
chronologically to show the evolution on the two 
sites584.

According to the comparable rim types, Layers 
19-17/16 at Qal'at ar-Rüs correspond broadly to 
Sükäs Period M 1 (Layers 57-53) and Period L 4 
(Layers 52-48), Layers 16-14 to Period L 3 (layers 
47-42), and Layers 13-5 to the Periods L 2-1 
(Layers 41-21).

A division of the Layers 13-5 into a “bowl phase“ 
(Layers 13-10) and a “stump base phase“ (Layers 
10-5) has been proposed585, as well as a relation 

573: Daruk, 67.
574: Ehrich, 49-53.
575: Ehrich, 43 pl. XXI fig. P:19.P.l, pl. XI fig. P:19.1.
576: P.ex. Inv. No. 3924/8 = TS 6040 from Layer 56.
577: Ehrich, 18.
578: Ehrich, 23.
579: Inv. Nos. 3862/1-2 from Layer 46, 3845/3 from Layer 43.

580: Ehrich, 25.
581 : Ehrich, 30-34.
582: Ehrich, 27.
583: Ehrich, 70.
584: The plates quoted refer to Ehrich.
585: Ehrich, 27, 51-52.
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between Qal’at ar-Rüs Layers 8-5 with the Sükâs 
Layers 7 - Lower 5 in the 1934 excavation586. A late 
Stone Ware phase587 without bowls as represented 
at Tall Sükàs in Forrer’s Layers 7 — Lower (or 
Middle) 5, and corresponding with Qal’at ar-Rüs 
Layers 8-5, may also be suggested for Tall Sükâs 
Layers 32-21, where these bowls were absent. 
Qal’at ar-Rus Layers 13-8 are thus to be placed in 
connection with Period L 2, and Layers 8-5 with 
Period L 1 (see Table 8).

Two soundings were made in 1934 at Tall Sükâs. 
One of them (Forrer’s “pit“) was identified by the 
present expedition in sector M 10388. Its lowest level 
was dated to the Late Bronze Age. The other 
sounding (Forrer’s “trench“) was identified in sec­
tor G 13 NE589. Its lower levels contained Early 
Bronze Age material390.

A correlation of Forrer’s layers in the “trench“ in 
sector G 13 and the layers as found by the Danish 
expedition was made by P.J. Riis391. Table 7 shows 
Forrer’s layers and their depths392, and the corre­
sponding levels of the upper Layer 4 and Layer 3 in 
the later excavation of G 13593. The levels below 
20.00/20.20 m above sea level are suggestions based 
on Ehrich’s depth notations. The table also shows 
Ehrich’s dating of Layers 1-7, as well as the dating 
of Layers upper 4 and 3 proposed by P.J. Riis. The 
dating of Layers lower 4-7 is based on the following 
observations.

Before dealing with the present wares it might 
be of interest to note that certain wares found in 
Period L 3 and the beginning of L 2 in the sound­
ing in G 11 SW were absent in the 1934 excava­
tion: Matt White-Slipped Ware (Ehrich: White­

586: Ehrich, 59-60. It is stated by Ehrich p. 59 that Stone Ware 
was present in Sükäs Layers 7, 6 and Lower 5, but the table 
p. 87 has it also in Layer Middle 5.

587: Burnished Dark Ware and Simple Ware in the G 11 
sounding.

588: Sükäs I, 13-14 fig. 4.
589: AASyr 8/9 1958/59, 118-119.
590: Ehrich, 86-88.
591: Sükäs I, 20-26.

Washed Ware), and Matt Light or Dark Slipped 
Wares. Absent were also the rims with straight cut 
lip (Ehrich: Cooking Pot) which were characteris­
tic for Period L 3, and occurred with a single 
example in Period L 2. Forrer’s Layers 7-5 are, on 
this evidence alone, to be placed later than Period L 
3. It is stated by Ehrich that no Stone Ware bowls 
with inverted rim were found, and that Layers 7-5 
belong to a late Stone Ware phase, comprising only 
stump base forms594. The latest example of the bowl 
form found in the sounding in G 11 was in Layer 
3 3 395, while stump bases were still found with one in 
each of the Layers 31 and 28. The last mentioned 
example is the only pointed stump base, a type 
which according to Ehrich is a late development39*’. 
The absence of Stone Ware bowls thus places 
Layers 7-5 after Period L 2.

The Miniature Light Ware (1934 excavation) 
was distinguished from the Unburnished Light 
Ware, the last one being found only at Qal’at ar- 
Rüs. This distinction was not possible in the mate­
rial from the G 11 sounding, but the Light Ware in 
Period L 1 may well have included Miniature Light 
Ware, or even been identical with it, as indicated by 
the cup with low carination from Layer 28597 which 
has an exact parallel in the 1934 excavation ’98. This 
cup form belonged to the earliest part of the cup- 
and-goblet phase at both Tall Sükäs (Layer 7) and 
at ‘Amuq (Phase H). Cups with low carination 
from Räs Samra have quite another foot599.

Streak-Burnished Ware appeared from Layer 
Lower 5 in the 1934 excavation, and in Layers 28- 
21 in the G 11 sounding. Though handles were 
noticed in two cases, it cannot be stated if these 

592: Ehrich, 87.
593: Sükäs I, pl. I.
594: Ehrich, 59-60.
595: Inv. No. 3814/2.
596: Ehrich, 59.
597: Inv. No. 3810/6.
598: Ehrich, pl. XI fig. XVL7.7 from Layer 7.
599: Ugaritica VI, 54 fig. 5:1-6, Niveau III A 3.
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were horizontal as in Ehrich’s material600. Bowls 
with horizontal handles are seen in Räs Samra 
Niveau III A 3 and Hama J 7-1601. The irregular 
burnishing at Räs Samra belonged to Niveau III A 
2-3.

The Scrabbled Ware, confined to Layers 7-5 
Lower, and paralleled in Räs Samra Niveau III A 
2-3 and in ‘Amuq Phases H-I602 were not found in 
the G 11 sounding, neither were the later wares like 
Khirbet Kerak (Layers 5 Lower and 5 Middle)603, 
Later Reserved Slip (Layer 5 Lower and upwards), 
or Goblet Ware (Layer 5 Upper and upwards).

The links between the 1934 excavation and the 
sounding in G 11 SW are thus Combed Ware, 
Stone Ware (Burnished Unslipped Ware) with 
stump bases (Simple Ware in G 11 SW), Miniature 
Light Ware (Light Ware) including the cup with 
low carination, and Streak-Burnished Ware (vari­

ant of Burnished Unslipped Ware). These wares 
and forms place Layers 7-6 and Lower/Middle 5 
within Period L 1 in the G 11 sounding, though 
neither Khirbet Kerak nor Scrabbled Ware were 
found there.

Layers 5 Upper and 4 showed the appearence of 
Goblet Ware (painted and incised) and examples of 
corrugated Miniature Light Ware, both lacking in 
the G 11 sounding. It is therefore suggested that 
Layer 5 Upper and the lower part of Layer 4 are 
later than Period L 1. A few Cypriote Late Bronze 
Age sherds were found with one in each of Layers 
Lower and Middle 5604. If they are considered in­
trusive, Layer Upper 5 and part of Layer 4 may be 
supposed to continue the sequence of the sounding 
in G 11, and to be placed in the Early Bronze Age 
IV B.

600: Inv. No. 4488/1-4 = TS 2978. Ehrich, pl. XI fig. 
XVIII:3.58, 4.31.

601: Ugaritica VI, 53 fig. 4:1, 13-15, bols à lustrage horizontal 
irrégulier (“pattern burnishing“). Hama II 1, fig. 62:3 K. 
371, 3 H 500, fig. 65:3 H 581, fig. 75:3 H 685, 3 D 341, fig.

85:3 B 340, fig. 103:3 K 287.
602: Ugaritica VI, pl. 1:6, 7. OIP 61 1960, figs. 274:4, 5, 320:2
603: Ehrich, 70.
604: Ehrich, 84.
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Tables 1 - 8
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TABLE 1. Wares
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M 2 59
58

1 11
9

3
1

1 4
6
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2

3
1 1 1

6
13

69
109

M 1

57
56
55
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53 1

1
1
1
1
2
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2

1
1
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9
1
2
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13

1
13
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1
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1
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1
2
1 1

1
1
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10
46
14

38
176
60

149
28
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1 2 2

1

1 1

1

1
9 1

1
34

3

1

6
115

14

28

L 3
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1
2
1

1

6
1
1

1

1 1
2
1

7
13
4
1
1
1
1

1 13

1

2

2
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4

2

30
25
18
2
8
1

111
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56

2
32

7
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1

1
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3 2
6

1

8
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2
1

1
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11
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1
4
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9
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1

1
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1
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31
18
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49
9

31

L 1
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31
30
29
28
27
26
25
24
23
22
21A
21

1 1 1
1
1

1

2

2

15
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2

6

5

12
1

1

1
1

14
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55

61
82
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TABLE 2. Flint and obsidian

Period Layer

Flint Obsidian

Implements
Blades with 
traces of use

Unworked 
blades Chips Blades Chips

M 2
59 12 6 36 336 1
58 5 1 35 198

57 1 3 49
56 2 6 13 176

M 1 55 1 2 8 51
54 6 5 10 120
53 1 35

52 8

L 4 51
50

4 2 77
4 1

2

48 1 1 3

47 1 6 105 1
46 2 5 6 188

L 3 45 2 8 62 1
43 2 1 44 2
42 1

41 1 2 1 16
40 18
39 26

L 2 38 1 1
37 2 10
35 1 2 1 35
33 2 34

32 1

L 1 31
28

1 15
1

21 2 15
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TABLE 3. The animal bones

Period M 2 M 1 L 4 L 3 L 2 L 1

MAMMALIA
Roden tia:

Muridae 1
Carnivora:

Felis sp. 1
Canis familiaris 1
Ursus arctos 2

Perissodactyla:
Equus asinus 3
Equus sp. 1

Artiodactyla:
Sus scrofa domesticus 25 21 1 11 3 19
Hippopotamus aquaticus 18
Camelus sp. 3
Cervus sp. 3 3 2 15 157
Gazella sp./Capreolus sp. 1 2
Capra hircus 1
Ovis aries 13 63 19 17 34 88
Bos taurus domesticus 9 11 3 5 12 243
Bovidae 2 4

AVES
Aves indeterminata 1 1 3

REPTILIA
Chelonia:

Indeterminata 16 103
Sauria:

Gekkonidae ? (egg shells) 1
Pisces:

Indeterminata 3
Selachii:

Indeterminata 12

INDETERMINABLE BONES 149 559 78 116 313 2332

TABLE 4. The shells

Period M 2 M 1 L 4 L 3 L 2 L 1

SCAPHOPODA
Dentalium sp. 5 1 2 2

GASTROPODA
Patella sp. 2 1 3 2 3
Aphorrais pes-pelicani 1 1
Cyprea sp. 2 1
Dolium galea 1 3
Murex trunculus 1 2 1
Purpura patula 1
Fusus sp. 1
Turris sp. 1 1
Conus mediterraneus 1 1 3

PULMONATA
Helix sp. 28 38 2 15 9 148

BIVALVIA
Area sp. 1 1
Pecten sp. 1 11
Gryphaea sp. 1 1
Cardium sp. 3 4 3
Spisula sp. 5
Venerupis decusata 4 1 4 17
Glycimeris sp. 2
Donax trunculus 1
Unio semirugatus 2

OTHERS
Gibbula sp. 4
Vermetus sp. 6
Konkylis 1 1
Anthozoa sp. 1 1

INDETERMINABLE SHELLS 13 13 3 3 23
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TABLE 5. Tall Sukas in relation to other sites

Tall Sùkas Ras Samra ‘Amuq Hama Period

M 2, Layers 59-58 J Niveau III C-B E L Late
ChalcolithicM 1, Layers 57-53 F K 10-8

L 4, Layers 52-48 G } K 7-5
EB I II

L 3, Layers 47-42 G
L 2, Layers 41-33 Niveau III A 1 H K 4-1 EB III
L 1, Layers 32-21 Niveau III A 2 I J 8-5 EB IVA

TABLE 6. Tall Sukas and Qal ‘at ar-Rus

Tall Sukas Qal ‘at ar-Rus

Fig. Ware Layer Pl.
Ware 
type Layer

14:9 SBL 57 VI Fig. IVT7.16 IV 17
14:15 P 56 XI Fig. P: 19.1

XXI Fig. P:19.P. 1
Painted 19

14:23 S 56 V Fig. Ill A:19.2 III 19
14:25 s 56 V Fig. Ill B:18.4

V Fig. Ill 0:19.2
III 19, 18

15:2 SBL 55 V Fig. II B below 
to the right

II 19-17

15:13 SBL 54 V Fig. Ill A: 19.6
V Fig. Ill B: 18.1

III 19, 18

15:12 UP 54 XXI Fig. P: 16.P. 1 Painted 16
21:2 SBL 53 VI Fig. VL18.1-2 VI 18
21:10 SBL 51 VI Fig. VL18.1-2 VI 18
27:7 MT 47 VI Fig. VT7.1.2 VI 17

VII Fig. X:14.1,4,6
Fig. XT2.3

X 14, 12

27:11 L 47 VII Fig. VIIL15.1 VIII c 15
29:1 MW 45 VII Fig. IX: left IX 18-8
29:6 S 45 VII Fig. X:14.6 X 14
29:21 S 43 VIII Fig. XL6.4 XI 6
36:2 SBD 40 VIII Fig. XI bottles XI 10-5
37:8 S 40 VIII Fig. XI bottles XI 10-5
36:5-6 BD 40 VIII Fig. XI bowls XI 13-10
38:2 S 39 VIII Fig. XL13.1 XI 13
38:11 SBL 35 VIII Fig. XI left bowls XI 13-10
38:10 MW 35 VII Fig. IX left IX 18-8
38:6 BD 39-33 VIII Fig. XI bottles XI 10-5
50:3 S 31 VIII Fig. XI bottles XI 10-5
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TABLE 7. Tall Sukas sector G 13

Tall Sukas 1934, “trench” Tall Sükäs 1958-63

Layer Depth Date Level Period

7
6

5 L
5 M
5 U
4 L
4 U

3
2
1

7.35- 6.35
6.35- 4.30

• 4.30-2.30

• 2.30-1.60

1.60-1.20
1.20-0.80
0.80-0.00

■ 2800-ca2400

2300-1900

14.50- 15.50
15.50- 17.50

17.50- 19.50

19.50-ca 20.00
ca 20.00-20.00/20.20

20.00/20.20-20.40/20.60

L 1 Early Bronze IV A

Early Bronze IV B

K-J Middle-Late Bronze 
H- Early Iron Age -

TABLE 8. Relations of sites in the Gabla Plain

Tall Sukäs, G 11 SW Tall Sükäs 1934 Qal ‘at ar-Rus Tall Darük

Period Layer Layer Layer Layer

M 2 59-58

M 1 57
56-53 19-17/6

36-35 B

L 4 52-48

L 3 47-42 16-14

L 2 41-33 13-8

L 1 32-21 7-5 Lower/Middle 8-5

5 Upper-4 Lower
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Figures 1-59
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Fig. 1. Map of the Levant. 1:4000.000.
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Fig. 2. Plan of Tall Sükäs. 1:2000.
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Fig. 3. Sector G 11 SW. Schematic section of the eastern wall as seen from the west. Periods E, F and G: Late Hellenistic, Neo­
Phoenician and Greek building phases. Period H: Iron Age. Period J, K. and L: Late, Middle and Early Bronze Age. Period M: 

Chalcolithic Period. Period N: Neolithic Period.
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Fig. 4. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 60-59 A.
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Fig. 5. Plan of the architectural remains in Layer 59.
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Fig. 6. Plan of the lower architectural remains in Layer 58.
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Fig. 7. Plan of the upper architectural remains in Layer 58.
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Fig. 8. 1-22. Pottery and flint artifacts from Layer 59, Period M 2. 1-4: Darkfaced Burnished Ware. 5-9: Matt Slipped Wares. 10-14: 
Matt Slipped and Painted Wares. 15-16: Simple Wares. 17-22: Flint artifacts.
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Fig. 9. 1-22. Pottery and stone artifact from layer 58, Period M 2. 1-5: Dark-Faced Burnished Ware. 6-12: Matt Slipped Wares. 13- 
14: Matt Slipped and Painted Wares. 15: Slipped and Burnished Ware. 16-21: Simple Wares. 22: Stone mortar.



76 HfS 14

H- + +

Fig. 10. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 57-56.
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Fig. 11. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 56-55.
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Fig. 12. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 54 A-54.
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Fig. 13. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 54A-53.
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Fig. 14. 1-27. Pottery and flint artifacts from Layers 57-56, Period M 1. 1-4, 12: Matt Slipped Wares. 5: Matt Slipped and Painted 
Ware. 6-7, 13-19: Unslipped Painted Wares. 8, 20: Unclassified painted sherds. 9: Slipped and Burnished Ware. 26: Combed Ware.

10, 21-25: Simple Wares. 11, 27: Flint artifacts.
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2
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Fig. 15. 1-36. Pottery and flint artifact from Layers 55-54, Period M 1. 6-8: Matt Slipped Wares. 1, 9-11: Unslipped Painted Wares. 
12: Unclassified painted sherd. 2, 13-17: Slipped and Burnished Wares. 3-5, 18-35: Simple Wares. 36: Flint artifact.
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Fig. 16. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 52, 51 B, 51 A.
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Fig. 17. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 51 A, 50, 49.
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Fig. 18. Plan of the architectural remains in Layer 48.
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Fig. 19. Plan of the architectural remains in Layer 48.
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Fig. 20. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 48-47.
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Fig. 21. 1-20. Pottery from Layers 53, Period M 1, and 51-50, Period L 4. 1,6: Matt Slipped Wares. 2-3, 7-10: Slipped and Burnished 
Wares. 4-5, 11-20: Simple Wares.
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Fig. 22. Plan of the architectural remains in Layer 46.
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Fig. 23. Plan of the architectural remains in Layer 46.
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Fig. 24. Plan of the architectural remains in Layer 45.
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Fig. 25. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 44-43.
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Fig. 26. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 43-42.
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Fig. 27. 1-19. Pottery from Layer 47, Period L 3. 1 : Matt Slipped Ware. 2-5: Slipped and Burnished Wares. 6-9: Mottled Ware. 10: 
Burnished Unslipped Ware. 11: Light Ware. 12-19: Simple Wares.
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Fig. 28. 1-20. Pottery and flint artifacts from Layer 46, Period L 3. 1-3: Matt Slipped Wares. 4: Unclassified painted sherd. 5: Slipped 
and Burnished Ware. 6: Mottled Ware. 7-9: Light Ware. 10-18: Simple Wares. 19-20: Flint artifacts.
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Fig. 29. 1-24. Pottery and bead from Layers 45, 43-42, Period L 3. 1, 15: Matt Slipped Wares. 2: Mottled Ware. 16-17: Burnished 
Unslipped Ware. 3: Light Ware. 4-14, 18-22, 24: Simple Wares. 23: Bead.
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Fig. 30. Plan of the architectural remains in Layer 41.
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Fig. 31. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 40 and 38.
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Fig. 32. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 39, 37.
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Fig. 33. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 36-35.
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Fig. 34. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 34, 33, 33 A.
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Fig. 35. 1-14: Pottery and flint artifact from Layer 41, Period L 2. 1-3: Matt Slipped Wares. 4-5: Slipped and Burnished Wares. 6: 
Combed Ware. 7-13: Simple Wares. 14: Flint artifact.
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big. 36. 1-8. Pottery from Layer 40, Period L 2. 1-4: Slipped and Burnished Wares. 5-8: Burnished Unslipped Ware.



HfS 14 103

Fig. 37. 1-14. Pottery and stone artifact from Layer 40, Period L 2. 1: Burnished Unslipped Ware. 2-13: Simple Wares. 14: Stone
mortar.
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Fig. 38. 1-16. Pottery from Layers 39, 37, 35-33, Period L 2. 3-4, 10: Matt Slipped Wares. 5, 11 : Slipped and Burnished Wares. 1, 6,
12, 15-16: Burnished Unslipped Wares. 2, 7-9, 13-14: Simple Wares.
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Fig. 39. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 32, 31, 30.
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Fig. 40. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 29-28.
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Fig. 41. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 29-28.
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Fig. 42. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 28-27.
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Fig. 43. Plan of the architectural remains in Layer 27.
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Fig. 44. Plan of the architectural remains in Layer 26.
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Fig. 45. Plan of the architectural remains in Layer 25-25 A.
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Fig. 46. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 24-23.
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Fig. 47. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 23-22.
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Fig. 48. Plan of the architectural remains in Layers 21, 21 A.
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Fig. 49. Plan of the architectural remains in Layer 20.
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Fig. 50. 1-14. Pottery from Layers 31, 28, 27, 26, 24, Period L 1. 11-12: Burnished Unslipped Ware. 4-5, 13-14: Light Ware. 6: 
Combed Ware. 1-3, 7-10: Simple Wares.
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Fig. 51. 1-13: Pottery and other small objects found outside the sounding. 1-6: Pottery from sector B 8. 7-11 : Pottery from sectors G
13 SW, G 13 SE, G 13 NE, H 14 NE. 12: Mace-head from the north slope. 13: Bronze pin from sector G 13 SW.
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Fig. 52. 1 : Western sounding wall with pit from Layer 58. 2: Layer 57, heap in the northeastern corner. 3: Layer 48, bottom of oven, 
seen from the east. 4: Layer 48, jar in pit from Layer 47, seen from the east.
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Fig. 53. 1 : Layer 48, carbonized grain in the southwestern corner, seen from the east. 2: Layer 46, Walls C, B and A, seen from the 
south. 3: Layer 41, two parallel walls seen from the east. 4: Layer 40, wall and layer of sherds, seen from the southeast.
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Fig. 54. 1 : Layer 39, burnt wood, seen from the north. 2: Layer 38 ( = 40), pottery and burnt wood, seen from the east. 3: Layers 29- 
28, 2nd phase of the wall, seen from the southeast. 4: Layer 27 with postholes A and B, and 3rd phase of the wall, seen from the east.
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Fig. 55. Pottery. 1-4: Period M 2. 5-10: Period M 1.
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Fig. 56. Pottery. 1 : Period M 1. 2: Period L 4. 3-5: Period L 3. 6-8: Period L 2.
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Fig. 57. Pottery. 1-4:Period L 2. 5-11: Period L 1.
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Fig. 58. Pottery from sectors outside the sounding. 1-2: Sector B 8. 3-9: Sectors G 13 SW, H 14 NE, G 13 NE, J 11, G 15 NE, G 13 
NW, G 13 SE.



HÍS 14 125

Fig. 59. Various objects. 1-4: Period M 2. 5-8: Period M 1. 9-12: Period L 4. 13-16: Period L 3. 17-18: Period L 1. 19-24: From sectors 
outside the sounding, G 15 SW, J 14 NW, G 13 SE, F 15 SE, E 8 NE, G 10 NE.
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